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FOLKLORE Ff<ONTI&RS isan indepenaent non-prorit ma.ung magz1ne aevoteCl to folclore, particularly what is generally known as uroan belie! tales or modern legends. 
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Please make all payments to "P Screeton" -- NOT the magazine's title. 
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If your subscription expires with this issue 
an "X" will appear on the line following: : : : � . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . m 
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In an effort to generate cash to keep the magazine going and keep its 
price stable, I am planning on selling spare anCl review books at very 
reasonable prices. !1 addition to the reVlew boo.ll:s recei veCl by H. itself, [ reVlew a far greater and wider range ot books tor my employers. ln 
fact, I can otfer books fiction and non-tiction on just about any 
subject under the sun. I plan to rr.ake these available at just aoove one­
third of published pr1ce, including postage. lt you w1sh to ensure if's 
solvency and keep its costs down, senCl an �AE listing the types or books 
you would be interested in and lists to suit your requirements will be 
despatched. If you can then reply promptly it means there will be no 
disappointment as someone else had got in first. This really is too g9oa 
to miss. 

Tll DIARY 
We have exposed YILLIAM BARRY HERBERT before in The Xail, Hartlepool, 

and FF <FF9, p15), and he perpetrates the same fiction as fact regarding 
the appearance of diesel locomotive 55020 Nimbus seven months after it 
had been reduced to scrap metal at Doncaster, again in "Railway lihosts 
and Phantoms" <David and Charles, 1989>, an omnibus eCli tion of his 
earlier compilations. He's now writing a book on pub ghosts -- don't 
expect a free pint for assisting him. 

GARY BUSHELL may not be everybody's cup of tea, but The Sun TV critic 
hit the nail on the head (26/6/90) when he wrote: "The BBC is running a 
91-part drama about Indian myths called Mahabharat. l t would be nice if 
they devoted even half as much time to British folklore. A touch of King 
Arthur would go down a treat". 

I don't think much of KARIETTA HIGG� <see previous FFs> and note two or 
her sons, Robin and Micholas, have oeen accused or burglary. It was main 
splash <page one that is> headline in "foday and D Express tlY/ 10/90>. 
The local morning paper, the Northern Echo, Darlington·, afforded it 
single column status, though on Page 1 -- and all three had different 
ages for the sons. The Northern Echo has always supported the deadly 
duo, who some might feel if it were not for their medical qualifications 
were close to being paedophiles. FF will be returning to this subject 
next issue. JOHN XICHELL was to have written up a piece on the bogus 
social workers seam but it hadn't materialised by deadline time. 

Congratulationlall round to those who appeared on tne Late �how 
presentat1on of \J�fs. 1 thought the program.rne on Septemt>er GU ttns year 
was better than 1 had expected �look how awtul hVh�� programme on \J�Us 
has been!. Obviously within the 
short time there was not the 
scope for any deep and meaning-
ful discussion -- not that the 
subject really warrants it any­
way. The dramatisation or the 
tales was handled well and all 
the people who took part can 
take a bow. researcher JAJE 
RUNDLE telephoned me several ·t�rying to persuade me to 

appear. For a variety of reasons 
I was not terribly keen. Never­
theless it was a pleasure to 
have been able to help her. She 
received some copies at FF which 
I hope were of some use. She said 
she enjoyed reading them and that 
they would be use1u1. 1 illustrate 
this item with "cottee stains ol 
the slightly f?.�mous, No. 1, tor 
you to cut out and collect". This 
could be the start of a new craze! 
Anyway her letter ends: "P. S. 
Apologies for the coffee stain. 
It's a specially printed Late Show 
designer one, but a bit too 
realistic!" Thanks Jane. 
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1st March 1990 

Mr Paul Screeton, 
5 Egton Drive, 
Seaton Carew, 
Hartlepool, 
Cleveland, 
TS25 SAT. 

SATELLITE SABOTAGE 
TV satellite dishes apparently work on 
non-ionising radiation, which green 
anarchist groups claim can cause 
cataracts and leukaemia in young 
children. Hence activists have started 
vandalising individual dishes by splat­
tering them with lead-based paint, 
shooting the receiver arms off with air 
pistols or, if all else fails, throwing a rope 
around the dish, tying one end to a car 
and driving off! 

In FF9, JAN HAROLD BRUNVAND speculated 
about possible satellite dish legends 
occurring. See on the leit the tirst 
I've come across �Green Magazine, Oct, 
1990). lt appears in an otherwise 
ently coherent article. 

lie leave our fr 
cover much Fortean data, but 

SCREAMING LORD SUTCH for his interest 

the Loch Ness Monster, which he hoped to 

snare with a British Rail sandwich. I am· 

very partial to BR tuna and mayonnaise 

sarnies and once wrote songs for David 

Sutch -- so there! At least he was i�st­

rumental in ridding us of David Owen s 

crap political party. 
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"He's very :oud

. 0;-.�By Paul Screeton "These are the same 

where-he dumps hie - w�!t�s 
� �h: e�:lt�: y� 

supermarket trolleys." . \ can't you self them?" 

Ve in the Vest are a consumer society. Our modern world is now based 
on consumption, not truly production, this being the basis or the new 
social order. 

The philosopher Jean Baudrillard believes our new lite or perpetual 
shopping constitutes "a tundamental mutat1on in the ecology or the haman 
species. M as with Roland.Barthes, . .he studied.the lite. o.i. si.e;ns in 
society and. concluded . consumer socie.ty .. i.s .not . ". n�al'!. but. arti.ficial; 
culture becoming a vast "hyper-reality" of self-referential images tram 
TV, adverts and soap operas. 

Rather than go deeper into the philosopher's bizarre not1on that 
couch-potatoes become revolutionaries in their own leisure time, let's 
ask why if supermarkets are the new spiritual genius loci, their 
trolleys have not attracted a mythology similar to that of the internal 
combustion engine. 

Craig Brown drew analogies between his local Sainsbury's being packed 
while in Ely Cathedral he counter only 15 people. The article "Check out 
the Lady Chapel" being illustrated with a depiction o! a trolley in 
stained glass tThe Times Saturday Review, 22/Y/90>. 

Road accident 
statistics are 
sufficiently 
horrifying and 
responded to in 
urban legends, 
but despite 
there being a 
staggering 
5, 000 trolley 
accidents each 
year in Brit­
ish supermark­
ets to warrant 
medical atten­
tion, where are 
the foiaf tales? 
And if you don't 
believe the 
statistic, the 
Health and Saf­
ety Executive 
recently wrote 
to the Director 
General of the 
British Standards Institution on their design and construction. Remember 
last September a young girl was accidentally killed in a Milton Keynes 
D I Y store while riding a trolley tThe Journal Q&S Magazine, Newcastle, 
27/9/90). Also like the car Christine in the Stephen King novel, 
trolleys seem to have a perverse will of their own; suffering from 
strange afflictions of crossed wheels. 

They are dumped in strrets, gardens, canals and down railway 
embankments; yobs race them in subways and parks; they are unsightly and 
a nuisance; they are dangerous to the elderly, handicapped and blind. 
Even coin lock deposit systems seem unable to stem the tide of trolley 

. Various London boroughs are pass i ng oy-laws to 

population explosion.
_ i Standard 1\agazine, Oct 198Y>. 

counter the menace lEven ng 

h along their sad belongings; 

Trolleys are used by tramps to pus 
ti ubbish· makeshif� prams for 

· 
rden or domes c r ' 

unsociable for burnlng ga 
t babies· to propel heavy 

older siblings to hurtle around inno
f
c
l

e:er plant�rs tor gardeners; 
th ailway =tatiion; o 

suitcases to e r Q 
lt·- torey car par�si and so on. 

missiles to be launched from mu 1 s 
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They can travel long distances, such as the resca one newsagent �teve 
Bowman tauna in Hartlepool - - lJ m11es rrom the company's nearest store 
in Stocktan (JI\ail, Hartlepool>, \:1/11�6>. 

Th1s writer is .:onvinced all tales have ancient antecedents and was 
therefore pleased to see a Smirnotf advert snowing two Palaeolitnic 
people pushing one 1n a cave art depletion among hunters, bison ana 
antelopes. 

The closest I have come to mythology relating to trolleys comes from 
these two news items: 

• Tesco had to give 800 rogue trolleys the push after their super-rast 
nylon wheels picked up high charges of static and gave shoppers violent 
electric shocks. Vhen some patrons threatened to boycott the new store 
at barnsley, Yorks, the firm spent t5,600 an replacements with rubber 
wheels <Sun, 23/11/88). 

• And police discovered 41 trolleys in a raid on an 82-year-ola �oman's 
flat. She said she used them to carry her shopping and then forgot to 
return them. "I'm so glad they're going, now I can tidy up at last," she 
said after they were returned to a store in Cologne, west germany < D  
Star, 10/'1/89>. 

That one just could be a UBT. 

Does anyone know the true story of the buried 
loco at Garsdale, asks Mr Terry Sykes. 

It Is said that long ago a steam locomotive dating 
back to the 1870s, possibly a Johnson or a Kirtley 
2-4-0, toppled down tl'\e embankment near Dandra 
Mire Viaduct near Hawes. Efforts to recover the 
engine failed and finally-oit was left there and covered 
over by old ballast and rubble: 

The story is told by the late Mr Dick Fawcett in 
his Book Ganger, Guard and Signalman on the 
Settle-Carllsle Railway. In the book, Mr Fawcett 
tells how he found the chimney still sticking out of 
the embankment in the mid-Thirties, and how he dug 
down and uncovered the smokebox. 

Recently, equitJped with a metal deledor, a 
shovel, a British Rail permit and optimism, Mr 
Sykes and Mrs Helen Smith (both in the picture) 
began to investigate the possibility of the story being 
true. On their third visit to the site a loud humming 
from the metal detector provided a clue and they 
began to dig. "Lo and behold! There was the 
chimney that Mr Fawcett had found 50 years ago," 
says Mr Sykes. 

"We dug around the chimney and finally reached 
the bottom flange and began to get a little excited. 
The top of the double skinned cast iron chimney was 
rusty and smashed, but halfway down its four foot 
length was a diagonal rust mark at 45 degrees, and 
below this line the chimney was in excellent condi­
tion! 

"The angle of the chitnney was a problem though 
as it was a good way.off the vertical. There obviously 
could be no engine boltep to the bottom of it or the 
rear of the engine would have been sticking up out of 
the embankment! So we retired from our third day 
.of excavating feeling tired but flushed with success. 

''A few things were worrying us though. Firstly, 
although three quarters of the chimney was covered 
in· rubble and loose ballast, the bottom part was 
fimly bedded in clay, and this to my mind was the 
original embankment.. Secondly, another small 
excavation where the steam dome should have been 
revealed the same thing, nothing metallic, and clay 
at the same depth. On the positive side we'd found 
the chliriney exactly wheretliel)ook's author had 1 
said it would be and the evidence of it poking out of 1 
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LOCO 
chimneg 
mgsterg 
SOI\'ed 
By Terry 
Sykes and 
Helen Smith 

the bank in the 30s was unmistakable. 
"But could it have been a joke played on a youngi Y9���m� 

lad? And now he had carried it on himself? Could it Locomotive boiler excavoted near Fort Gilkicker. near Go sport, i':' the 

have been a chimney from one of the engines in the 1960s. Does anyone know what ha9f'�ned to it? See accompanyong 

Hawes junction disaster in 1910, tipped down the ��E��. Parker collection S"t'lU)I!l foo. •lwc.y • l'ft1• 1910· bank and "planted" by the gangers as an elaborate 
con? The broken parts of the · chimney were all 
around it; perhaps these had been smashed off when 
the large stones were tipped down the bank and in 
turn the chimney had broken off the engine and been 
carried down the bank a little. · . , 

"But what were we to do now? Prodd)nk all 
around the chimney wfth a four foot steel rQd had 
revealed nothing signif.;l.cant at all and. neither B.R. 
nor ourselves were keen on.. any major excavations, 
for obvious reasons. Thorn EMI came to the rescue! 

"Through a colleaguB.on the Keighley and WortA 
Valley Railway, , �orn confirmed that they had a 
total magnetic detector, with. a range of no less then 
nine feet! What's more they agreed to give it to us 
for one day free of charge, plus two technicians to 
operate it. So early in January, egged on by cold high 
winds and occasional horizontal rain, the two 
gentlemen carried out a methodical survey of the 
whole bank and sadly reported nothing large and 
metallic to be found. Still a good day was had by 'all 

What happened to 
the buried loco? 
I AM researching the military line 
which ran from Fort Blockhouse. 

����po
t�· t����hn��������;t�� 

war�s Fort Gilkicker then along 
the beach towards Stokesbay 
Pier. 

The 2ft gauge railway was built 
in the 1880s by the Royal En­
gineers who were then stationed 
at Fort Blockhouse. After they de· 
parted in 1905, it was used by the 
Royal Navy during the First World 
War. and was abandoned in 1935. 

The accompanying photograph, 
taken near Fort Gilkicker, is of a 
boiler excavated by the Royal 
Corps of Transport in the mid-
1960s. However, I do not know 
where such remains as were 
found were taken to. Can anyone 
help? 
W. Parker, Gosport, Hants. 



and we extend our grateful thanks to Thorn EMI 
whose contribution was magnificent. 

"The following Wednesday Helen and I went up 
to the site for what we thought was our last time, to 
removed the chimney so that it could be restored and 
given to a local museum. But whilst undermining the 
bottom of the chimney a shock discovery was made, 
the bottom was in fact the top! It was upside down! 

"Beyond doubt now. there was no engine in the 
bank, but the broken pieces in and around the 
chimney indicate that the chlnmey had broken off 
the engine where it lay. So it looks like the story of 

trove: Helen and Terry es with the ancient l?co chi�ney rec?vered fro'!' the 

S&C bank. The chimney was carried to a van under Dandry Ml�e viaduct w1th the a1d of two friends 

and a sturdy pole. One suggestion for a new home for the ch1mney Is on the platform at Appleby 

station. Ruth Annison. 

the enitne is true, but as it toppled down the bank the 
chimney stuck ·in the clay and broke off. The engine 
was almost certainly fhen recovered, leaving the 
chimney halt buried and protruding. · "Dick Fawcett's account of the story is sincere 

!his widow,_Dorothy, is convinced of that as he wa� 
·.always talking of the engine in the bank, but perhaps 
. he dug down to the flange at the bottom and thought 
:he'd reached the smokebox top. 

"In conclusion there never did appear to be 
enough room in the embankment to hide even a 
small locomotive, and to think that the Victorians 
were incapable of winching a small engine back up a 
20-foot embankment is also under-estimating their 
undoubted· skUls. But we badly wanted it to be there 
�o we pursued it to the end." 

PAUL SCRhETON adds: Buried locomotives are a perennial subject, cropping 
up allegedly under water works �Hartlepool>, football stadiums (London> 
and rubbish tips <a modern class 27 -- like the one pictured above, 
right, at Patterson's tip, Glasgow>. To round ott the article previous, 
there is also a RAF history example buried underground, it local legends 
are to be believed. However, there is some scepticism over a project of 
the Bomber Airtield �ociety to excavate near �rigg, where rumour has it, 
six �orld war 11 bombers and a Ham1lcar glider lie 30 teet beneath a 
wheat tield. No one ha:; yet explained why the aircratt were entombed 
there. The soc1ety say:; that oy employing radar �!! -- wny not metal 
detectors?>, they can ta.l!:e measurements oi obJects buried to depths ot 
14U feet. They plan to put their shovels where their hopes are later 
this year. As Telegraph �eeken� Magazine �23/o/90> puts it: One way or 
another, it will put an end to nearly tive decades at specuattion. 

Getting further tram locos, peter Chnstie tells me that tn New 
Street, Bideford, devon, there used to be a pub called The King at 
Prussia. �hen it was demolished 2� years ago, builders could not oe 
bothered to remove a massive grana piano, so they s1mp1y broke the 
tloorboarcts and buried it �personal com.municat1on, lY/12189>. 

Back to trains <see also book reviews>, plans are uncterway tor a new 
private railway between Radstock and frame, Somerset, to be marketed 
probably as The Jack and Jill Line attar the nursery rhyme coupie who, 
legend has it, climbed a bill within view at the railway �Steam Railway, 
February, 1990>. 

Last time we did a Lookalikes <as done in Private Eye> was in FF3. Haw 
about this one. Divorcee Lynn Arkley called in a priest to get rid oi a 
ghost she claimed was making love to her. The sexy spook would ya.l!: the 
bedclothes off her and sometimes she awoke to find it having sex. "Twice 
I was in bed with a boytriend and the ghost was slamming doors in rage," 
she complained. After this there was an exorcism at her home in 
Houghton-le-Spring, Tyne and �ear �D �irror, Sun, 3/6/89>. Another Lynne 
-- Perrie, the actress -- got involved with the spirit world in 
Coronation Street and we present her as a Lookalike for FFll. 
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�An Obituarg or An thong 

Roberts, 19�0-1990 
bn; must hav� a hea�t of stone to read of the death of Anthony Roberts 
without laughing, What can one write when a tedious and egotistical fool, 
braggart liar, spiritual cockroach, weasel gas-bag, threadbare juggler, 
squalid nui�ance, demon hyp•xdte, parasitic jackal •Jn societ·,., f•Jul 
·�houlash�'Of beastliness, p•Jmp•Jus and b•Jres•Jme lia1· leaves this W•Jrld? !s 
one to write a panegyric to the stink of the Pit? Heinrich Heine, a true 
great writer, once said ROne should forgive one's enemies, but not before 
ti"ley a1·e han·�ed," But it bei"loves one wh•J knew him to w1· i te a few wo1·ds of 
truth about this o:>afish banei •Jf bo6ze, in t�e vein with which he was wont 
to treat friend and foe alike, �efore�the process of post-mortem praise 
obscures the truth about this most pretentious of profligates. 
Anthony Roberts was a freakish homunculus germinated outside lawful 
procreation: a liar, a thief and a cheat, he paid scant regard to truth, 
nor to any kind o:>f moral obligation. His mental temperament was that o:>f the 
first Spanish Grand Inquisitor, He was the Torquemada of Earth Mysteries. 
He would have l ik e to have burned alive the critic who disagreed with him. 
Since sta.:.:es did noJt stand within his :"lis reach, he coJu!.d at least 1·.ave, 
rant and rage in rabid woJrd, and annihilate the heretics figuratively by 
the abuse and c•.JI'ses IJf the •]•.Jtt,er: He had but one p1·incipl.-:, that of self­
interest. He had only IJne desire, the desire to in�ult. �e belonged to the 
school of lying, hypocrisy and cow�rdice.He was a curious mixtur� of 
alcohol-induced bonhomie an� obscene venom. No-one in occ�ltism denounced 
more different people than Anthony RoJberts did, or in more vio�ent and 
intemperate terms, and yet nobody comp:ained �J�e bitterly th�n when one of· 
his ta1··�ets fou·�ht baci<:. 1 · 
AnthoJny Robe1·ts was the only pe1·sbn ! knew who C•J•.Jld strut whilst sittin•;; 
down, His demeanour was invariably �JroJse, sullen, cloJwnish and repulsive, 
driven by the fanatical application of his sterile irratioJnality. ! 
since1·el y believe the man t•J have been in S•Jme C•Jnsiderable de•;:)l'ee insane, 
haunted by the Dark Gods that were Qf his own making, A ruffian WhQ once 
served time in prisoJn for attac�ing a Vulcan boJmber with a makeshift spe�r. 
�e became in his later years a spiteful prig, eunuch Qf language, By the 
a•;:)e •JT..hi s life when he oJU•�ht t•J have been at his ape:<:, the rav� ... ;;es >Jf 
alco:·h·:il and dl'U•;:)S ine:<:•JI'ably desti'•Jye•j his once splendid abilities . :...:e 
bacame utterly corrupt, Like rotten mackerel by ffiQQnlight, he shone �nd 
stunk, Anthony Robert s ' s mind, though in later days that was nQ name to 
call it by, turned as unswervingly tQ the false, the meaningless, the 
destructive, as the needle to the poJle, 
Ti-.e vi1·tues oJf his own wo1·k, such as ti"le'f we1·e·, were quenched and smothered 
�Y the multiiude and monstrosity oJf iis vices. This crazy, cranky being, 
wholly de·�enel'-:lte, encompassed a sup�

'
,·abundance of f•julness, His w•':>1·ds, 

when ti-,ey 1.\'el'e w1·itten, ·,·esemble•j nothi•;� S•J n1uch as ! a•j l es of b•Ji!in•;:) •Jil, 
dishe,d •Jut by sQme fiendiS:h an•j demented m•Jnkey at an upstairs window up•Jn 
such of the passers-by whom the wretch had a grudge against, His writings 
employed the dialect Qf the cesspoJol and the night-soil collector, This 
ordure was embroidered with such fragments of flowery rhetoric,as he tQu!d 
l.;,p •.JP f1·om the sewa·�e of his mind, r.is b•Jo�:s can1e fr•Jm the di�ty cl•.Jmsy 
paws of a 'divine harper' whose plectrum was a muck-rake. The result was a 
vc�aos of dischords: he was free of all prejudice, he hated all equaliy, 
His hypoJcrisy was perhaps his most repulsive and loathsome characteristic, 
Disfiguring the work oJf oJthers with t�e slime and fi!th which marked his 
track, he enjoyed prophesying the imMinent fail of mo�ern technology, wh1�e 
modern medic1ne pra�ped u� �is decaying, self-abused body, TI"llS streak Qf 

Pick up a penguin 
A F

.
UNNY thing happened on the way hac:< from the zoo- or did it? 

Apparently not, though your trusting corespondent was given cast·iron assur­anc�s the alleged incident took place dunng a conversation held in a Bishop Auckland hostelry the other day. 
The eminent source of the supp�s� story wi.ll remain nameless to protect the gullible- but the tale related goes 
so�ething along the lines now de-

-­
scnb�d. A social club outing arrives at Flammgo Patk Zoo to e[\joy the won· ders ?f. th� wildlife on display. During the vts1t little Johnny goes AWOL ;;�:�t��g a parental search of th� 

E
_
ventually the young tyke is dtsc

_
overed covered in mud and other noXIous substances . Mer a severe repnmand on the bus home the tea:away is ordered to the bath. But he 1s reluctant to part with his ha�·ersack. A d.etermined struggle of to· log and fro·mg ensues to wrest control of the backpack when what should tumble out but a penguin I Good sto'?'- but alas a quick call

.
to the �oo chp�ed the wings of this Particular l11ght of fancy. "Oh dear" was the replY, "not another one- we have had about 20 calls from P�ehs people about this and it is entirely Wit out foundation. It has never bap· �e�ed here �d in fact we have not even a a pengum here for about three yeru:s- it is just one of those mythical stortes that are put around and seem to gather momentum " Which juat goes to �how you ahouldn 't :���i��rn�in plots before they 

N�Tf.ler_�· ·aJ.U. "" Vn.W./!-, Toti..J, 20/9/90. ' 

By Maggie Russell 

A WOMAN expecting a baby atter a sex romp at a rancy dreu party Is trying to track down the father, who wore a witch's costume. 
The only snag is, he kept his mask on dunng their spot of saucery and she never found out h1s name. 
Now 24 ·year-old Rae Ellen has P,Ut this advert In her local paper· 

h 
Wanted: Costume party witch wh� 

W
a� sex with woman in clown suit ere having a baby." 

· 
Rae nld: "lt would be nice to 

:e
n
r�:es

w
�,:' �:r r�at';;! Is even I( he 

"It must be the witch because he 
J':,u :�: o�re:l':usi 

hit been wtth 
m�I'!,thsh:d his wicked 1/4 �:re, w1�:ar" WJ���s��� � v N. Vtlle, llortda, turned Into ' "/ an orgy. c.. � 

� �Ho. 
Rae, who works In a bank, admitt� she wu !.ipsy on plna colada and rudy for anything " She said : "Pe�ple started taking their clothes orr a n d  all heU broke loo1e. I am not a tramp but one thing kd to another 1 and I wound up with :!'(,u"".J'n.•'filh a witch'• 

d 
Rae's ad ha.s attract� ozens of crank calls ���w ·�tc�

tll�ne�:es
tnh·i 

dad. e 

�Jjt•1;1m� � A CIRCUS elephant E S bein,- led under 8 :;; � t:dKe }';�':::�11::' � § Sweden, stn,-ed a sit: :; ;: down strike _ on § � top of a car. :; 
f.UIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllllt.., u: I i I 

ittffj 
A ST AR-studd� crowd 
!,c��a

n
me� ro��� r 

d
��f�� lglesias serenaded watch· ing Raquel Welch at his concert in All•nllc Cily. 

_Smoothie Juiio was lap­pmg up the applause un­til he discover� the real r�ason - his nies w�r� undon"! �VN fl/"'/"{") 

........ 
"Bucay worn bottler· you no mora, bou. He'1 In Crece • • •  �rece.• 

m 



liPDAII 
BACKMASKING. ln FF6, Andy Rooerts grooved on oackmask1ng tthe practice 

at record1ng a verbal message in reverse on a recora>. Apparently 

Skeptical lnqu1rer has al so covered the $UbJect and Vol 14 No 1 has 

letters explaining Aleister Crowley prescr1bea listening to recoras 

backwards for the purpose ot training the mind to think in reverse; �o 

enable the student to recall prev1ous incarnat1ons. Meanwhile a tormer 

Burton-on-Trent pastor cu1n hire car dn ver U�urton M.ai l, lb/�/90: er 

Paul Sm1th> counsels those attectea by heavy metal music. Alex M.aloney 

believes backmasx1ng ex1sts ana 
purports to know at Venom us1ng 
the backward message: 
He al so objects to Onslaught's 
torward lyr1cs: 

Sallvl roiud fn lull, raisd in lull. I am 
roinr lo hurn your roul. Crwll your honu. 
I am roing 10 mal� you· hlut/, you:;,� · 
roinr ID h/ud for m�. 

Happily UK rockers Judas Pries� 

were cl eared by a judge in Reno, 
Nevada, at causing the su1ciae at 
two young Americans 1n a �3.5m 

action accusing them ot using sub­
liminal messages to glorify Satan­
ism and suicide t1oday, 25/H/90: 

other tabloids followea the case 
bu� neglected the acqu1ttal -­
naturall y!>. 

and JHlill 
On tJu JHIW�r of m�tal we rtriY� 
Aural turaull · 

J>oundinr your �ars·liU lllq hlud 
{/nlloly soullll · 
Tllrasller liU d,o/11 is our 6rud 
uatJur aNI ,,tal tilt forcu art 

slammi11g "'' riy 
Laud�r · lluzn /uU Ill' tltrtullus 

rcuaminr lo di' 
[)yiJtg to .nu 
J>orrerrtd art tit� tltrasll�rs on smr�- " 

�INDSORS. Kore intimate details aboutthe Duke and Krs Simpson have 

suriaced <The Independent Magaz1ne, 22/Y/�0), according to a piece about 

details in a book by a Mr Ziegl er. reterence was made to persisten 

rumours that the Duke was a "Jaclt �abblt", ie a martyr to premature 

ejacul ation" and went on to quote Lord "Porchey" Carnarvon to the effect 

that the Duke had the smallest "pecker" he ever saw. thus malting more 

credibl e our correspondent's claims <FJ:ilO, p2o>. 

AUTOCASH MACHINES. Jake �illiams contributed an article on the subject 

tFF7, pY>. �e learn tram the Daily Star tH/5/90) that Lyall �atson in 

his new book "The Nature of Things" tHodder & Stoughton> rnanymachines in 

daily use actually are alive, citing the case oi desperate Stanton 

powers, whose hol e-in-the-wal l cashpoint machine had told him he had 

just 80p in his account. Kneeling down on the pavement he prayea tor a 

miracle - and got one <Virgin Mary grotto equivalent?>. �hen he checked 

again, the balance was t150. After more prayers it became t4,80U. More 

prayer and it flashed up L3m. The American believed his good fortune was 

simply an answer to his prayers. �atson, however, claims we are 

assisting in the evolution of a new l'orm ot life. �ust read the book! 

KAMIKAZE PIGEONS. Pigeon fanciers are a funny lot <see FF'l, plO> andwere 

reported using birds carrying poison pellets to combat falcons. So many 

valuable pigeons had been killed and eaten by hawks in �ales that 

enthusiasts had resorted to the illegal campaign. Up to 30 sl ug pellets 

covered with weedkiller would be glued to the pigeons' wings. A -­

gullible in our opinion -- official of the Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds said: "These people could !ace fines of up to 

t2,000." <D Mirror, 5/5/89>. �hat's the betting we'll never see such a 

case before the courts. 

ARCHITECT'S BLUNDER. <See FF5, p20>. "As I write this, "  goes on Peter 

Christie, of Bidetord, devon <personal communication 19112/89), i look 

across a valley to see a whole row of back-to-tront houses. They are 

known as South View Terrace, Northenden Road, and were purportedly built 

back-to-front to be south-facing though local lore has it they were an 

architect's mistake. " ' 

m Dad says· body in the 
morgue is his son -
but· it isn't him 

GRAVE ERRU�. A maJor 
ar�icle in rrY, p�. 
by eab �klnner 
covered m1sta�en ld­
en�itica�ion. Here's 
the latest! t!:iun, 
lY/5/'JO>. 

EXCLUSIVE by DAVID BROWN 
DRIFTER John Crawford came back from the 
dead - after SEVEN people, including his dad, 
Identified a corpse as his. · · -

His grieving parents flew from America and 
spent £1, 800 to fly the body back with them. 

·While they were on the way, the phone rang 
at home. It wu John, 
c:alllng to w\.sh hia mum a happy 80th birthday. 

Hla stunned brother aald: "But.. you're dead!" 
So John, 33, went to 

*'���
���

w 
B:::'ili..

o
!w��. 

ha.d alao ldenuned hlm.J 
Jlm a aid . yesterday: . "When he walked up the garden path 1 almost had 

a heart attac:k." 
beT"; w�a� ��:r� r..'f:!d out of the R!.­
Cludc 12 ctav• aoo. _ . 

b!toUJc:� �� lh�� acripUon and rani them. 
lighter ·· 

And when he aaw the body, he found that Uke 
John. the dead man ha.d: 

A brown birthmark on 

hia lert ann; a Mexlc:an mouatac:he; long dark hair; and a c:lgarette liahter lniUalled JC. 
le�lmM���d ;t,ter�� ldenut\ed John. So did four n.atr at the c:lty'a Salvation Anny hoatel w!'ere John had alayed. 

Jqhn'a parenta new· .t.uo.lo.Xeamel• New Jer­aey, and dad iln�tl .\M!'r.-ut\ed the body. :�·· Laat night unc:le Jlm ��: �-:ero/v�_
!)ad a 

And John? Laat night he wu dritl.lnc -�· 

AEC. "The Durham Cat" art1cl e by t'ollce Cons�able hddie Bel l tFF7, pll > 
has a sequel . Or has 1t� One report thcho, Sunderland; �all , Hartlepool - S.E. Uurham edition only - both 24/YI9U> sta�ea g1ps1es reported 
s1ghting a l arge black cat with yellow eyes the day alter a mare in toal 
was l'ound dead. The animal was covered in sweat and bad stranglea on its 
own halter where 1t was tethered near �pennymoor. A coal depot security 
guard cal l ed police when be saw a large alsatian savag1ng a horse but 
when they arrived the beast was dead. lt had three puncture marks in the 
chest and had been l icked clean. The gipsies also sata they had heard a 
howling noise across liel ds. The next nigh� �hey sa1a they saw a black 
cat on a grass verge, standing about 3 tee� high at tne shoulder. They 
sa1d it then slunk away towards a copse at Byers Green. However 
<Northern Echo, Darlington, 24/Y/'JU>, had a spokesman tor Spennymoor 

police claim the episode was "pure l'antasy", adding "wnat actuall y 
happened was the horse unfortunately throttled itsel t. " oad indeed. 

COT DEATHS. Discussed in FF9, p16, were cot deaths, back in the news 
regarding "electropollution. Roger Coghill, a Cambr1dgre graduate in 
psychology, who nas spent years researching th1s subJeCt stated: "Cot 
deaths and leukaemia occur in greater numbers where people live close to 
power lines, but doctors do not like putting 'cot death' on a death 
certificate because of the parents. Cause of death 1s often described as 
perhaps 'symptomatic pneumonia' . •  This in a Daily Star (2/10/89> special 
on killer pylons and their power lines. Again "some researchers" <no 
names) are referred to in another scare article <D Mirror, 917190>. They 
"blame the pylons for cot deaths, suicide, broken marriages _ and even 
marriages." Also journalistic plagiarism, too, no do" u�b�t�.�iiill!liii� 

FLASH IN THE PAN. Back in FF9, pl6, we cov- � 
ered the tal e of the person who lights up in 
the toilet and is blown off the throne. In 
"Privies Galore" <Alan Sutton, 1990), Mollie 
Harris gives a "true" account of a pipe­
smoker whose remark after the inevitable 
bang is, "Bugger me, 'e ses, 'thas the las� 
time I etts pickled onions for breakfast. " 



m 
T U BE. t he i ndepende n t  Jl.agaz i ne cn / l U / 15\:1 )  diarist not es " T il e  U ndergrou nd 

� t or be tter or worse, s t arted to become a great source ot urban 

fol klore. " Our con t rib u t or Nigel Pennick: wrote an artic l e  on t he s u bj ec t  

we l l  i n  advance t Urban rol klore o t  t he London U ndergrou nd, FF6 , pti , 

1987 ) .  

I strap-hang, therelore I am. Stones 
about being driven mad by the London 
Underground seem to come in waves. I 
liked Auberon Waugh's lurid description, 
in last week's Sptctatur, of how he needed 
all his manfulness to overcome the urge to 
plant a kiss on his un known Tube-ride 
neighbour. Female, I hasten to add. All the 
same, I worry about A Waugh from time 
to time. Is he reaching the age for his own 
version of Tht Ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold, tor­
mented by demons which can only be 
purged by public confession ?  

A barrister called Car;�dog Morg<�n -
who sounds like a character from Thomas 
Malory - has just been reported as having 
m;�de tl1e discovery that, "There is a con­
vention on the Underground that people 
do not look each other in the eye." (What 
was he up to, I wonder.) Perhaps this is 
what saved Waugh from sin. If he had 
been sitting opposite, r;�ther than next 
to. the object of his tempt<�tion, he might 
have looked her in the eye, and been 
bewitched for ever. The Morgan Le Fay of 
the Metropolit..'ln Line. 

The Underground h;�s for better m 
worse started [0 become :1 great <O!!J·ce of 
urban folklore. I t  was deplor;�ble that the 
first recorded rape on one of the trains 
took place tl1e other day, between stations. 
The atwcker, it was said, only spoke a 
single sentence (time was very short) and 
the victim was so terrified she obeyed. I 
regret to report a certain amount of specu­
lation (also deplorable) about what the 
voodoo sentence actually was. 

Miss Victoria Carrington had her own 
form of demoniac possession. A freelance 
insurance consult..1nt (whatever that might 
mean), she was fined £400 last week for 
attacking two fellow-passengers on the 
Underground, without provocation. Miss 
Carrington's real surname is Davey. 
Besides "Carrington", she is also known as 

" Bonham-Carter". I don't tl1 ink either on 
· the names was borrowed from the distin- ' 

guished politicians of the s;�me name, but 
from the soap opera star and the film star 
respectively. Very str<�nge. 

AMALE-WEASEL ON THE TU B E  
Sir: M r  Weasel lets his urbane wit carry 
him away down the underground of the 
male psyche (Up & Down the City Road, 
2 1  October). He refers to Auberon 
Waugh's fantasy of planting "a kiss on his 
unknown Tube-ride neighbour". AlthouJI,'h 

this woman was happily unconsciou�f �l r  
Waugh's presence, s h e  i s  then referred to 
as "the object of his temptation . . .  the 
Morgan le Fay of the Metropolitan line". 
M r  Weasel suggests he would have been 
even more worried about his peer had the 
"Tube-ride neighbour" been male - but 
would the latter then have been described 
as a seducer, or seen in the staler light of 
reality as the object of a potential pass? 

More disturbing still, Mr Weasel trips 
lightly on to refer to a recent brutal rape 
on the underground as a piece of "urban 
folklore". He identifies with the attacker 
("time was very short") and invites us to 
speculate, while hypocritically "deploring" 
this activity, as to "what tl1e voodoo sen­
tence actually was" that made the victim 
comply. I expect, M r  Weasel, it wasn't so 
m;�gical ; just a crude threat to l ife.  Perhaps 
you should t..·tlk to Ms Weasel before you 
write about such matters; better still, lel 
her tell us ;�bout City Road for a change. 
RUTH GARONER 
Lo11do11 NI / 

Th� .. last time something simi· 
lar was reported on the Paris 
Metro was last year. A cloclrard . I (tramp) was shouting ob�ceni· PARIS - A consrderate reader ties on the platform at La Bas-telephoned yestc:rday to say she tille when a fellow passenger had been travell�ng on the �et- dressed in a sui t  and standmg ro between Jussreu and Odeon, on the opposite platform, drew and she thought �ople should 1 a dagger from his briefcase, know what was gorng on down climbed down on to the live the

S
r
h
e. . . . fi 1 rails, crossed over, stabbed the e was srttrng rn a rrst-c ass, ·· . 

compartment, when a man lit a clocha!d to death, re-cross�d 
cigarette. Smoking is forbidden the rar.ls, replaced the dagger rn 
on the Metro. Another passen- the. bnefcase and took the next 
ger objected. An argument de· tram to freedom, <?r lunch, or 
veloped and the smoker became w�erever he w�s gomg. Nobody 
excited and leapt on to his seat. tned to stop hrm. . 

A third passenger, hitherto si- Some weeks. later, thrs s.tory 
lent, then drew a pistol and, was reporte� rn London '!' a 
holding it with both hands, somew�at rmproved versron. 
aimed the gun at the smoker, Accordrn/1 to the agony aunt �f 
ordering him to lie on the floor the Evenrng Standard, the busr­
and put his hands on his head. nessman had cut off the cloch-

. All the other passengers in the ard's head. 
compartment then lay on the Stories often improve as they 
floor of the carriage until the travel. l l��k forward to t�e ag­
train reached the next station, ony aunt s rmproved versron of 
where someone climbed to their the adventures of The lndepen- 1 
feet andjulled the communica- ) dent 's reader. For instance, , 
tion cor what happened to the cij;arette? , 

The re
.
adcr o( Tht Indepen- : Did the smoker extinguash it be­

den/ understandably changed fore he lay on the floor? Was 
compartments at this point. But the armed P.assen�e� also al- 1 
she says the man with the pistol !owed to cont�nue hrs JOUrney as : 
replaced it in his pocket before though nothrn.g unusual had . 
the arrival of the guard, and happened? . Drd the. smoker 

I that he was not a plainclothes eventually l_rght up a!arn, or had 
policeman. ; he learnt hrs le�son . . . . .  

After a pause the train con- . We hav� vanous possrbrhlles , 
tinued its JOurney. Our reader : here. Is thas a story about smok- 1 
found herself once again in the 1 ers? Or is it  a story about ob­
same compartment as the smo· 1 serving the reg�latrons on th� 
ker who treated his fellow Pari- underground rarlway? Does rt . 
sia�s to a lengthy complaint tell . us anything new about 
about what had just happened Parrs? Come on Irma, we want 1 
to him to know. 

QUESTION: Are the vapours 
one smells on British Rail 125 trains when they brake as harmless as British Rail 
tells us? 

YOUR correspondent (Decem­
ber 18) raises_the hoary chest­
nut of high sp�d train brakes. 

I can assur-e him and your othec readers that the air c:ondi- I 
tioning intakes are closed dur­
ing braking, so the majority of 
any smell that enters carriages 
comes through open windows 
at the ends of the vehicles or 
through the connection.s be­
tween the coaches. 

As to the fumes entitled when 
the brakes are applied, we have 

· satisfied both ourselves and the 11 Health and Safety Executive 
that they constitute no hazard 
to the health of our customers 
or anyone else. - (Dr) M. J. 

11 �ndrews, Director. Occupa. 
�tonal Health and Safety, Brit­
tsh Rat/ways Board. London NWJ. 

· 0 OK, we agree that the design ?f the ventilation system was mcompetent. But are the fumes harmful or are they not? They don't smell like rubber to me. -:: Sa m Harrison. Oxford. 

QUESTION: Are floppy disks 
corrupted by belng placed near the floor on tube trains? 
0 IT IS diftlcult to give a defini­
tive answer. By the very nature 
of the drive equipment on Underground trains, there is a 
·"noisy" electromagnetic envi· 
ronment within carriages, al· 
though this varies according to 
the type of train, one's position 
w i t h i n  the c a rriage a n d  
whether the traln I s  accelerat­ing or braking. It is alao true 

that the susceptibility of disks to corruption varies. . . 
While we can offer no cate· 

goric guarantee that disks will 
not be corrupted, readers may 
be reassured to know that our 
own staff have never reported 
any such problems when trans· 
porting disks, nor has our 
Track Recording Vehicle ever 
suffered any corruption of data 
on ita own sophisticated corn· 
puter equipment. - Dau/d Btr· 
tram, Public A,/Jairs Manager, 
London Undtr1roun.d. London 
SWI. 

0 I HAVE had disks damaged In the past and I suspect that a 
tube ride waa- the cause. Now, 
whenever I have to transport 
floppy disks, I always take two 
copies and enclose both in a 
smal� steel box in my briefcase. 
- Richard SJHna, Lulttrworth, u�· . . . 

The let t e r  responding to the I ndepende n t  diarist is dated 4 / 1 1 / tlY f or comple teness. The other cu t t i ng comes from The I ndependent < 1 5 / 6 / 8ti titled Parisians might stop being rude, and pigs might f ly -- based
,

on �he part not relevant to use here and a n yway the second half < tsack the Q u b-edi t or> � f rom Patrick Xarnham' s Ou t ot France colu mn ; our monitor Mark: Valen t i ne ,  phew ! >. Oh, and l'he G u ardian Notes and Queries twice covered railway ma t t ers. l 25s is 2 8 1 1 2 / 89 ;  floppy disks 1 2 / 2 / YO .  

Dear Chrissi e ,  
My father used t o  play 

football for Leadga t e  Uni t ed in t h e  
N . W . Durham League ( �napshot enc losed ) .  

He used to say that t h e r e  w e r e  no 
bathing fac i l i t i e s  a f t e r  ma t c h e s , 
h om e  or away . Is this tru e ?  

B .  Clough . 

Dear Mr .  C lough 1 
Your fa t h e r  was not 

qui t e  c orre c t .  Mos t footba l l  t eams i n  
t h e  N . W . Durham Leagu e ,  e v e n  in the 1 950s , w e r e  w i t h -
out p r o p e r  dressing rooms , a n d  players o f t en turne d 
up f or ma t c h e s  w earing t h e ir football gear . But there 
were some grounds , South Moor and Craghead i n  par t i c ­
ular , where a t in bat h  w a s  provided for t h e  p layers t o  
g e t  w a s h e d  in . Leadga t e  Uni t e d ' s  ground , b ehinn Bradl ey 
Shops ( NC B ) , d i d  n o t  have ba thing fac ili t i es , which meant 
that p lay e r� took mud home w i th them a f t er game s  playe d  
in t h e  ra :l. n . During t h e  s eason 1 949-50 , t w o  Leadga t e  
players disappeared wi thout trac e i n  a quagmire a t  t � e  
ground o f  Stan l ey A t h l e t i c , which had no-toriously bad 
drai nage . A r e port of the t ime says that S tanl ey w on 
the game 6-1 against a t eam reduc ed to nine men , a ft e r  

C o lw e l l ( Leadga t e ) h a d  l e f t  t h e  Stanley custodian h e lp­
less with a f i e rc e  l e f t - foot shot a f t er six minu t e s .  

� ll 
"You're a lucky 1uy, 
Glno. The Malla don't 
usually 11ve sponln l . , .• , chancnl" . 

� tr/6/R� . IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIITIIIIIII§ 
B U R L Y  b o d v ·  � 
buildna have bun § 
gitHm the en�• bv = 
a gho!t nnelling of § 
CURRY in a ovm § 
in a former m01'tu· § 
arv at G o rport, :: 
Hanu. = 

��� .. , 

"The moment I saw his car r · knew I had met my Waterloo! " .  



NIWIL�NII 
E N D  Ur CULIJ 'II A I< .  I ne e n a  01 1 r os't y  re l a t i ons be t we e n  t ee \i'es't a na U::;:::;� 
brough't r u mou rs , 01 cou rse . �umo u rs a bou nded t G u a rd i a n ,  � / j / � 0 .  c r .  
Pet e r  Chr i st l e >  t ha t  a r ms  we re be 1 ng st ashed a wa y  arou nd /ltosc ow - - " by 
whom and t or wha t p u r pose , no one k nows . " f h e n  i n  Se pte mber 
more spe c i f i c > , 23 , 0 0 0  so l d i e rs a r r 1 vea i n  /ltosc o w ,  spar k i n  
l eader � i k ha i l Gor bacnev was to b e  t op p l e d  
Sec r e t a r y  i ns i s t e d  t h e y  we re t n e r e  t o  he l p  
a nn u a l  R e vo l u t i on Day parade . 

FOX Y L A D Y . P l a y 1 ng mu s i c  t or odd reasons has be­
c o me t as h i ona b l e .  Ur J oh n  L ongst a t t reckons Moz-
art makes p l ants grow q u i c K e r , b i gger a na 'taste 
be t t e r .  The ret i red G P ' s me t h ods we re c o mme n t ed 
u po n  by TV garde ner Pe t e r  :::;eabroo k :  " l t i s  poss i b l e  
t ha t  v i bra t i ons ma k e  t he p l ants ' stems grow t h i c K­
e r ,  w h i c h  is be t t e r  f or grow't h . " t Su n ,  C. / 1 0 / � 0 J . 

Me a nwh i l e  f a rmers 1 n  I re l a nd p l a y  v e r y  l ou a  t a pes 
in t he i r  f i e l ds t o  k e e p  f oxes a wa y  f ro m  " he rds o t  
sheep" . one f ar me r  sa i d :  " Ky l i e  loti nogu e ' s  v o i ce i s  
pa r t i c u l a r l y  e t r ec t i ve i n  t he 1 1 ght . " tTV  H 1 t s ,  
Ma rch , 1 99 0 > . Howeve r ,  a k e e ne l s  i n  /lta nst i e l d ,  fl o­
t t s ,  p l a ys p i pe d  pop mu s i c  t o  stop t he i r  dogs how­
l i ng .  They stay q u i e t es t  t o r K y l i e  M1 nogu e songs tD 

M i r r o r , l / 1 0 / 9 0 > . At a t a ngent , h ypnot i st � 1 1 1  l3a kha 
reg ressed K y l i e ,  t o u nd she was once a n  l r i s h  peasa nt 
g i r l  ca l l ed Ca i t r i n  a nd her rake - t h l n  f i gu r e  is som­
e how a resu l t  o f  s t a r va t i on t ha t  e nded her pre v 1 ous 
l i f e t Ne ws o f  t he '1/or l d ,  2 1 / 5 / tiY ) . 

PEST I L ENCE . Thanks t o  " P i nocc h i o" , t o l K l ore a v e rs t ha t  a c r i c ke t  i s  a 
g e n t l e  i nsect , bu t i n  r e a l l i t e  t he Mor mo n  c r i c ke t  is a j u i ce -s p i t t i ng ,  
mou s e - s i zed de v o u r e r  o f  e ve r y t h i ng i t  c a n  r i nd .  Last heard < D  M a i l ,  
1 2 / 4 / 9 0 >  canyons i n  N e vada we re to ba mi nea w i t h  po 1 soned ba i t  and t he n  
we re t o  b e  bombe d by he l i c o p t e r s .  At t h e  s a me  t i me tD � t a r , 2 0 / 4 / 9 0 )  

s p i r a l  mi dges we re a t hreat t o  t h e  /1ted 1 t e rranea n ,  where 't ne y  cou l d  crawl 
i n to t h e  nostr i l s o l  u nwar y  su nbathers or i nt o  ope n wou nas ana l a y  up t o  
4 0 0  e ggs , w h i c h  whe n hatc hed t u n ne l i nt o  v i ct i ms  a n d  l i t e ra l l y  e a t  t he m  
a l i ve ,  f e ed i ng on l i v i ng f l esh , e v e n  bra i ns .  t h e y  we re f ea r e d  t o  b e  
b l own to Europe , or c a r r i e•1 b y  s h i p ,  so t he US p l a n ned t o  " bo mb" l i bya 
w i t h  b i l l i o ns of f l i e s ,  dr oppea I ro m  wa r p l anes i n  a �5o m mi ss i on to r i d  
Gada f f i ' s nat i o n o f  i ts p l ague < D  Sta r ,  28 / 3 / Y U ) .  Y e s ,  t he S t ar ' s 
s t o r i es do seem sequ e nc e w i se bac k  to f ront , bu t t he n  tD Sta r , 3 0 / 4 / 9 0 )  
t he y  h a d  more mi dges a l l ege d l y  de l a y i ng t he 3926m Hu b b l e  te l e sc ope 
p roj e c t  a f t e r  37 o f  t he m  got i ns i de .  Bu t bac k to creatu res bor i ng i nt o  
you , t he r e ' s  t he bot f l y ,  whose l a r vae b o r e  i nt o  y o u r  sk i n  a n d  e me rge 4 0  

days l a t e r , as i nc h - l ong ma ggots . Then t h e re ' s a t i ny ca t f i sh c a l l e d  
t hge candi ru . " I f you h a v e  a s n e a k y  w e e  i n  a n  Amazon i a n  r i ve r  t h e  
c a nd i ru i s  a t t ra c t e d  b y  t he u r i ne .  T h e  f i s h  f o l l ows t he war m  f ou n ta i n  u p  
t �  - - and i nt o  - - t he sou rce . Havi ng f ou nd such a de l i ght f u l  home , t he 

c a n d i r u de c i des to s t a y . I t  does so s t i c k i ng o u t  i t s sp i nes to l odge 
i t se l f  c omf ort a b l y  in p l ace . One pr i c k ,  a nd y ou ' ve been c a n d i r u ' d . The 
e x p l o r e r  Redmond O ' Ha n l on ,  who wore a c r i cket box f rontad b y  a tea­
s t r a i ner t o  wa r d  o f f t he a morosu ca t f i sh ,  wr i t e s  ' t he pa i n ,  appre n t l y ,  
i s  spe c t ac u l a r .  You must g e t . t o a hos p i t a l  be f ore y o u r  b l adde r bursts 
a nd a s k  a su rgeon t o  c u t  o f f you r pen i s . " t l nd e pe nae nt , 1 0 / 3 / 9 0 > . 

ALLAH BE PRA I SE D !  When �u s l i m  r e l i g i ou s  l ea d e r  Hu ssa i n  Baht t i  s l i ce d  

o pe n  a n  a u bergi ne a t  h i shome i n  N o t t i ng h a m  h e  s a w  t he b l ac k  seeds 

s pe l l e d  t h e  word A l l a h . H e  c l a i ms  " t he sa me t h i ng happe ne d i n  B i r m i ngham 

a nd Bu r t on-on- T r e n t  r e c e n t l y .  • <D Mi r ro r , Su n ,  D Star , 2 1 / 3 / 90 > . 

, ,  
. ..  

HOUS l N G .  kevea l i ng t ha t  I had v i s i ted a show h o u se i n  Sea t on C a r e w ,  a 
se n i or c o l l eague t he n  c l a i med not o n l y t ha t  bu i l de rs ope n  a l l  w i ndows 
bu t t u r n  u p  t he c e ntra l heat i ng as f a r  as i t  w i l l  go , bu t sa i d  t na t  
some whe r e  i n  t he North- East t he r e  i s  a sec r e t  t ac t o r y  wh i c h  ma k e s  
f u r n i t u r e  e xc l u s i ve l y  f or s h o w  houses wh i c h  t h o u gn s ma l l e r  t o  l i t  t ne 
t i ny rooms l oo ks psycho l og i ca l l y  l a r ge r .  

The sa l u t ar y  t a l e  o n  t h e  r i ght come s  

f rom t he Dogbe r r y  c o l u mn o t  Pol i c e  < A u g . / 
1 9 88 > . A l so t ha t  year < Su n  2'/ 1 7  l �d >  t wo 
you ng l ov e r s  sneaked pastsec u r i t y  gua rds 
f or a s t e a my sex sess i on in t he j ac u z z i a t  
a L l / 4 m show f l a t  whi l e  pu z z l ed v i s i t o rs 
wa i t ed o u t s i de . I t  was t he pe nthouse a t  
G l asgow Garde n Fest i va l  a n d  a f t e r  ba r r i c ­
ad i ng t he ms e l ves i n  t o r  t he i r  pe n t house 
romp c o mp l a i ne d  t he wa t e r  was not hot 

I
N S PECTOR Tony Scowen of Bracknell  
(Thames Valley) has been house hunt· 

ing. While out on patrol in uniform. he lik· 
ed the look of some new houses on an 
estate,  and wandered through the open 
door of the ' show house ' .  After inspec · 
ting downstairs. he went up to a bedroom 
and was sitting on one o f  the beds when 
a lady came in and enquired i f  she could 
be o f  assistance. "Well ,  how much are 
these houses going for ? "  he asked.  "I 'm 
not quite  sure , "  she replied. "but when 
we bought this one about a year ago . . .  " 

e no u g h .  Su spi c i o u s l y  La i ng Homes say t he c o u p l e ' s  romp ma y  nave c r e a t e d  
i n terest and i nc reased i t s va l u e .  f he n  t he re ' s  t h e  r a n a y  cou p l e ' s  se x 
sess i o n  i n  t he V e n u s  Probe . T he Su n t 5 / 5 / 89> had t he pa i r  bo l d l y  
banki ng where n o  l overs have l i t t ed o f f  be f or e  i n  1 ront o f  v i d e o  ca me ras 
a t  Kennedy Spa c e  Centre , F l o r i da .  The l u s t y  pe r f orme r s ,  bot h  c e n t re 
secur i t y  g u a rds , t hought t he came ra s  had bee n  t u rnea o t f ,  bu t a l l eg e d l y  
o f f i c i a l s  1 , 0 0 0  mi l es a wa y  a t  mi ss 1 on c o n t r o l  i n  Houston , T e xa s ,  we r e  
st i l l  c h e c k i ng .  N ASA me n wa tched 2 2  mi nu t e s  o f  ea r t h - mov i ng pa ss i o n .  

Peter Roge rson wrote bac k i n  1 989 a bo u t a t a l e  0 ' 
i n  thge Obse rver magaz i ne -- no deta i l s -- of a : 1 . .· :\ �¥, 
f oa f  who knows a cou pl e who d i vorce , w i l e  g e t s  a � cou nc i l  house , t hr e e  years l a t e r  she se l l s i t ,  1 
h u s ba nd se l l s h i s  house , t h e y  re u n i t e  a nd b u y  a 
ma ns i on f ro m  t he proceeds . Wi t h  so muc h  a ngst 
and envy r e ga rd i ng hou s i ng we can e x pe c t  ma n y  
more s u c h  t a l e s .  To e nd ,  t he r e  was t he t a l e  o f  
c owboy b r i c k i e s ,  a l l  I RA s u p porte r s ,  i ns t a l l i ng 
secret compa r t me n t s  in new Be l f ast hou s i ng d e ve l ­
opme nt s ,  u nder t he wa t c h l u l  eye o f  a Provo l ea d ­
e r .  U n be known to i t s  bu i l de r s ,  t he Po l e g l ass e s t - ;o�· ·aan�p�l�clt nol b .. n 
a t e  is sa i d  to be r i dd l e d w i t h  t u n ne l s  and c u s t om- I !hey would ha� 
bu i l t a r ms  caches known as " h i des" . Accor d i ng t o  

happily ever an.r.• 
� t h e  Da i l y  S t a r  < 2 0 / 3 / 89 > t he Co l ds t r e a m  G u a rds c racked t he ne t wo r k . One 

u n named se n i or of f i c e r  sa i d :  " Th e y ' ve bee n  h i d i ng we a pons . . . .  bu't 't h i s  
i s  t h e  f i rs t  t i me  I ' ve s e e n  h i des bu i l t i nt o  t he const r u c t i on o f  
bu i l d i ngs . H o w  ma n y  mor e  e s t a t e s  h a v e  t he s e  l i t t l e  e xt ras?" I t ' s  a 
wonder t h e y  don ' t go i n  
f o r  f o u nda t i on sac r i f i ­
c e s !  Now,  read t he b i t 
on t he r i g h t  -- now,  now 
- - beca use I want t o  see 
i f  you have sa me f ee l i ng 
t ha t  I have t ha t  i t  i s  
v e r y  suspe c t . I f  t hese 
pe op l e  are so bac k ward , 
h o w  wou l d  t h e y  u nd e r ­
s t a nd re f r i ge ra t i on? 

D EEP In the Mexican
·
, 

rainforest an an· ' 

�����r:1:d:u. i 

lages. Arriving at one she Is 
surprised to find everyone 
hldlng. An old woman ap­
pears: "You have come for 
the heads?", she asks, fear· 1 
fully. "Heads, what heads?", , 

,the anthropologist replies. 
jThe woman runs off. The an· ·1 
1 thropologist goes to the cap!· , 
tal and finds that a French· ' 
man has been looking for 300 1 
head of people to work on a 
project. She goes to another 1 
village, still deeper in the · 
forest. The same happens. j"Don't take our heads", says · 

. the chief. "No, no," says the . 
!anthropologist, eager to set .J 

.minds at rest. "They're not 
1wanting heads. They want 
•people to work on a project". 
j"No, no" says the woman. � "You're wrong. They want .. 
lsoo heads to bury In the � 
foundations of a great bridge � 
�:���:a��e��eain�:end· � 
ing them there". The anthrG- � 

. pologist considers this: "Are � 
. you s,ure it's a bridge. Could -

lt be a tunnel, the Channel · g 
Tunnel between England and >t:J 
France? "Yes, yes, that's lt. '-' 
They are taking our heads 
for'the Channel Tunnel." 



A real 
frog 
in his 
throat ! 
BE warned! The following Is 
not for the squeamish. 

RecenUy a colleague in the 
Mall's advertising department 
was parked by Hartlepool's 
Bum Valley roundabout. 

She was checking notes on a 
cUent when her car was 
approached by a shambling 
figure. 

''He was wearing a blue 
leather coat and didn't look 
very clean," she said. "He 
looked about in his mid-forties, 
but being scruffy could have 
been younger". 

Being a hotday, th·e windows 
were drawn down. 

"He poked his head through 
the passenger seat side window 
and tried to mumble 
something, " said the nervous 
rep. "Then he pulled a huge 
frog outofhls mouth". 

Fearing he was going to 
throw the liberated amphibian 
at her, she accelerated away at 
speed. 

This leaves us with the 
m:vstery of why he h,ad the beast 

in ius mouth in the ttrst place. 
Talk of having a frog in your 
throat !  

Could l t  instead have been a 
toad? I 'm reminded of a tale 
thatAmertcan hippies Uck 
certain toads, finding that the . 
fluid they el'CUde to ward off 
predators gives better 
hallucinations than the drug 
L.S.D. 

A news Item in the Dally Star 
for June 1 also claimed fOUl' 
junkies in Australia have 
already died from sipping tea 
made from toads' skin. 

Toad-licking Is allegedly now 

���u� ��u����!1������s 
SantaCruz mountains with 
wriggling toads in their mouths 
for days. 

Has the Cl'8.%e reached 
Hartlepool's "high society " !  

SOME of the best stories i n  town 
never actually appear in The 

Mall and it's probably a good thing 
1! this one is anything to go by. 

A bloke was driving along Catcote Road in 
Hartlepool when a black cat ran out 1n front 
ot h1s car and he couldn't help but run over 
the poor thing. He stopped the car and went 
back to examine the anlmal only to tlnd that �;:�

.
lying on the grass verge apparenUy 

In order to do the kind thing he got a jack 
from the boot of h1s car and hit the prostrate �#;�

�
�:::.the back of the head to put 1t out 

At this point an old lady came screaming 
from a bearby house that the many had 
kllled her cat. Neighbours gathered round 
and heard the old lady telling them that her �! �������\�

-
�e sld� of the road watching 

The argument raged untU the police were 
called and they quickly setUed the matter 
The cat that had been knocked down was u; 
tact s� wedged under the wheel arch of the 
bloke s car while the poor old moggy by the side of the road had found that not all cats 
have n!ne Uvea. 

lTE.K ON LEFT : !"h i s  was wr i t ten  by yours t ru l y  i n  The Ji\ai l ,  Har t l epool 
< 9 1 � /8Y >  and the rep was I H a i ne Tay l or { p ictured > .  Story ' s  genu i ne 
enough -- j ust seems to be mundane Har t l epool i mi t at i ng trenay 
Ca l i f orn ia .  ITEJ'Il ON I< I GHT : This apparen t l y  ' ' new '  • pet ' s  ordea l U ln  se t 
i n  Har t l epool appeared a lso i n  l"he Ji\a i l  < 1 1 9/YO > . t he col u mn ist  
su bsequent l y  rece i ved a l e t ter ,  wnose wri ter po i nted to the ta l e ' s 
recent u bi qu i ty ,  havi ng heard i t  t i rst i n  London and si nce e l sewhere . 

;:::::::::::::�:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::-A� R the success of my story 

rru-IE weird stories are still 
about the Catcote Road cat I 

.1. rolling in. This week's true 
was told a true story about a rabblt. 

yarn involves a·Stockton pet shop. 
1 T EM R 1 GHT : ho�Ie"�tt�a= ����m� �a�t=:::-���� 

It seems that a bloke walked into Actua l l Y t h is  the back yardwlth a pet rabblt that 

the shop and asked how much the one { 29/9 190 )  everybody !doUsed. 

Pet ra b b 1 ts were. The assistant told · 
' · Every day the old lady across the back 

th b 
arri 'led as a streetused to brtngscrapsotfood for 

e loke they were £1.50each ilnd l e t ter w i t h- Thumper and aheusedtoJipend·a fewm!ntes 
went off to serve another customer. 

chattl.!tg.to tha .nutty; mue creature. . 
Wl;len the assistant came back the lad OUt names or -When the"fain11y moved to a brand new tlat 

said: "I'll have two of those rabbits, and 1 oca t 1 0 ns . in Wynyard Road there was no place tor the 
have you got something to carry them In." rabbit so they decided that seeing as the old 

The assbtant went out the back to get a Be ware a f er- lady had showed such devotion they should 
cardboard boxandgave lttothe bloke. The t i 1 e i magi n- ask ltshe wantedlt. . 

bloke looked puzzled and said that a bag _ . Come moving day, rabbit and hutch were 

wowanavedone. He then proceeded to 
at 1 on · l T E /1\  wheeled over the back atreet tor old Marth& 

��
o
�� both rabbltund popped them into LEFT : Da mi an an:o�� '.!:� rae

t!��:�m,e�e�:�h��e. 

He gave uie assistant a flverwalted tor Spe l l  man a town centre when they spotted Martha In 
his change andsald: "I'll come here again; re porte r ,  Marks and Spencer. 

your rabbits are a quid cheaper than the 
Naturally they were keen to know how 

butcher's next door. 
produced Thumperthe rabbltwas. "How's the 
t h i  5 gem rabbit," asked the father. "Great," said the 

( 6 1 1 U/ 90 )  . 
���':�y, "themeatjust droppedotfthe 

- ... 

• 

. , . 

LilT IRI 
�gel Penn 1 c k ,  ot lamor 1 dge . �ov � .  lY�Y : 

lrll t h  Games ot t he lioas trev1ew to F9 ,  p<:: 1 > , t ne pu bl tsher cut out t oe 

Di bl i ograpny ot severa l hu ndred e nt r t es ana a l so the i naex .  pu bl isners 

are a l ways tamper i ng .  fhorsons ' ed1 tor cut out my re terence to tne Naz ts  

oe t ng a cr t ml na l  organ1 zat t on t n  �ract i ca l  Mag1c i n  t he Nortnern 

l"rad l t i on .  1,/u i te why , J cannot u nderstana . lt i s  very ga l l i ng to have 

them a l ter one ' s care t u l l y-coosen woras , t�o . I "  hey ed1 tea ou t the word 

born l ess t ram a run 1c desc r t pt i on i n  my nex.: one . l ncomprehens l bl e !  

From J.Jr Kar l  � N Shu lte r ,  O I  west 1:3romwl ch .  A l so !lov 1:) ,  i 91:)Y : 

Xany t hanks t or pu b! t sn i ng my rev 1 ew  o t  Lake �onster 1 rad t t 1ons -- I ' m  

p l eased that 1 t  was o t  use ; ana t or rev 1 ewi ng my mystery cats book 

( /1\ystery Cats of t he �or l d ,  rev t ewed rFY ,  pc, > . I consiaered i t  to b e  a 

very f a i r  rev iew ,  ana am most grate t u l  to you t or th is .  Wi t h  respect to 

my omi ss i on ot any i n-aept h ana l ys1s oi t ne paranormal aspects ,  1 can 

say in a l i  honest y  t ha t  Wl t h t n  my book ' s or ig1 na l  synops is I had devotea 

an ent i re cnapter to t h t s  su bJ ec t , wr i t t ng it up in much  the same way as 

sugg.osted by you 1 n  your rev iew .  Aad l t i ona l l y ,  l haa 1 nc l uaaa a coapter 

on myster 1 ous domest i c  cats , eg w1 ngad and so-ca l l ed " t l y i ng" cats ,  out­

ot - ? l aca r ara l s ,  b1 zarre a l l eged hybr i as such as coon-cats and " ca ob i ts" 

t eat x ra ob t t  cros,:;breeus -- act ua l l y  J USt Manx cats wi t h  u nusua l l y  l ong 

h i nd i l mbs ! > ,  ana so t or t n .  However , oot n ot t hese , as we l l  as certa i n  

sec t t ons o r  text ana other chapters , naa t o  be om1 t ted i rom the f i na l  

manuscr t pt to keep i t  t o  a managea b l e  l engt h  -- had i t  been any l onger ,  

i ts pr t ce wou l d  have been ra t her h i ghe r ,  wn i cn ,  as  i t  is a spec ia l i sed 

book to beg i n  w1 t h ,  may nave been  det r tmental to i ts se l l i ng potent i a l . 

Equa l l y ,  i t  was t or reasons ot space that i n  my er t t t sh coverage 1 
rell13 t nea pr t nc i pa l l y  wt t n  t he more t ami l i ar geographtca l  areas rather 

t han at tempt t ng too deta i lea and expans i ve a coverage nat i onwtae , so 1 

hope t hat you ' 1 1  t orgi ve my apparent " geographical coauv t nt sm" . l ' m  

de
l
i ghted that you f ou nd my book to be o t  such i nterest , and I can but 

hope that it proves to be of i nt erest a nd use to ot her cryptozoolog ica l  

enthusiasts . 

HELEN SM. I TH and TERRY SYKES are strangers to me , but 1 
t he t r  t t  

was fasc i nated by 
. e arts t o  so l ve _ t he mystery ot a supposed steam 
tn an embankment near liarsaa l e .  the art t c l  

l ocomot i ve bur t ea 

Dar l i gton and Stockton T imes <Th 
e reproaucea comes t ram t he 
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> ,  

• , . J'l.y t nd ot su bJ ect ! 

MAGG I E  RIJSSELL i s  a l so a st ranger - - and perhap� 1 h h -- whose obi t uary ot Anthony Roberts 
' . ,. , ope s e remai ns so 

sent from Chichester ,  Sussex .  � onl 
a�r t ved wt t h  a one-paragraph le t ter 

Tony proba bl y sa i d  as much abou � the
y
o���nt i s  that t he obt tuar i es o t  

subj ect . 
uar t sts  as they  di d  of t he i r  

�AU�l SCREET�N . J ourna l i st , author , magaz i nes ed i tor s i nce 1 969 and ro ey  pus er  ( h i s  wi f e  works a t  t he l ocal Presto 
t l me > . A l l  be i ng we l l ,  1 9 Y l wi i l  see pu b l i shed a le:

u
i:

r
m:�

k
�
t part

­�a
l
rtl e pool monkey-nangi ng l egend by Pr i ntab i l i ty Pu b� i sr i ng

u y
of

ot t he 
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lOOK IIVIIWI 
C. U R��� !  l:H<U l l..h lJ  Al;A l tl !  oy J A N  HA.r;UL..li tH<UtlVA/W 

l W  W N o r t o n ,  L l J . Y� ) 

A no t he r  t i ne c o 1 1 ec t 1 on at t na �est ana 
most moae r n  u r �a n  be 1 1 e 1  t a l e s  arou nd . Here 
1s another r ou na - u p  o x  c o n t e mpora r y  1 egenas 
prese n t ed w i t t l l Y  w1 t h  h l S  usua l b l e nd o x  
e n t e r t a i n me n t  a nd e r u d i t i on 

lbe t i t l e  1s ta�en t r am t he ta l e  a bo u t t he 
g i r l  see k i ng an a t t r ac t i ve g o l de n  oody who 
repeated l y  V I S i ted t he same t a nn 1 ng pa r l ou r  
a t  d i t f e re n t  t i mes a t  t he da y .  �oo n she bega n 
f e e l i ng i l l ,  so consu l ted a doc t or . He d i ag­
nosed t ha t  she bad coaxed her i ns i de s .  

�ore t ha n  7 U  l ege nds a r e  g i ve n  here , ma ny 
ada pted t ra m  Ame r i ca ' s l ea d i ng t o l K l or i st ' s  popu l a r na t i o na l sy nd i c a t ed 

co l u mn ,  " U r ba n  Legends . "  I nc l u ded i n  t h i S  se l ec t 1 o n ar e l ege nds a bo u � 

se x ,  cars , pe t s ,  sca nda l s ,  b u s i ness a nd acade m1 a .  

I t  has l o ng oee n  my argu me n t  t h a t  a l l contempora r y  U lH s  nave t he i r  

a ntecede n t s ;  a l so t ha t  a t  some po 1 n t t he y  beco:r.:e a c t u a i i  t y .  f a  t a ke t wo 

examp l e s  f rom Bru nvand ' s book to a r g u e  tne l a t t e r : 

1 J " Postca rds From l.. i t t l e  �uac.y" . I h l s  1s t he one a bou t a �cot t u ;n ooy 

i n  a hosp i ta l near G l a sgow a y 1 ng 0 1  l e u ke m i a  or cance r .  H i s  l a s t  W I S h  
i s t o  s e e  h i s  na med added t o  t he v u i nness �oak a t  Xecorcts as c o l l ec t or a t  

more post c a rds t na n  a n yone e l se I n  h i stor y .  Accord i ng t o  �r u nvana t ne 

book has no s u c h  e n � r y . Howe ve r , UK readers w1 1 1  reca l l me d i a  coverage 

o f  Cra i g  Shergo l d  � pi c t u r ed > , or Ca rsha l t on , �u r re y ,  whose 
ge t - we l l  cards we re a m.J. J Or headac he t o r t he xaya l /l'.a rsde n 
Hos p i t a l  i n  Londo n .  At t h i s  po i n t t i g u r e s  ge t ha z y  � t u n n y  
t h i s ,  as j ou r na l i st s  a r e  da b ha nds a t  compi l i ng e x pe nses 
f or ms mi x i ng i ns p i rat i o n ,  i mag i na t i on ,  f i c t i on and greed > .  
F i ve mi l l i on cards g o t  h i m i nt o  t he book t he pre v i ou s  Nove­
mbe r ( 0  Star 6 / 4 / 90 > ; he bad 7 �  mi l l i on cards , so smash i ng 
t he pre v i ou s  record of 1 , 2 U 0 , 2b5 � S u n  6 / 4 / 9 0 > ; pre v i ous rec­
ord was l , UU 1 , 265 u;;u n 1 0 / 4 / 90 > . Then t he re ' s  a l so cancer boy rl o be r t  
Haze l d i ne who g o t  ti O U  h a t s  i u  t e n  da ys to c l a i m  anot he r  vu i n ness record 
(Su n 1 0 / 6 / 9 0 > . 

2 <  " S l e e p i ng Smoke A l a r m" . Here a pee p i ng sou nd i s  beard i n  t he 
base me n t  and an e x t e r m i na tor se nt t or .  He t r aces t he sou nd to 
techno l og y , not rode n t s . He had d i scovered t he smo k e  a l a r m  was 
s i g n i t y i ng i t  requ i r ed ne w oa t t e r i e s .  ln �r i ta i n ,  k i na- nea r t e d  � i ce l y  
Hammo nd , o f  N e wt o n  A b bot , De von , l e t t t i t bi ts f or a b i r d  s t u c k  u p  ner 
c h i mn e y  f or t wo wee ks - - o n l y  t or H�PCA i ns pe c t o r  Le n Rank i n  t o  d i sc o v e r  
t he cu l pr i t w a s  t he d e t e c t o r  a l a r m  goi ng " cheep" t o  warn t ha t  i ts 
bat t e r i e s we re down . Hang on t ho u gh ! �ou l an ' t t he a l a r m  c o n k  ou t w i t h i n 
t wo wee ks i f  t he ba t t e r i es we re r u n n i ng l ow? 

t h e n  t he re ' s  " Roami ng G n o mes" , a sor t of s l i c e  of pe r i phe r a l  f o l k l ore . 
Whe n I worked i n  H u l l  20 y e a r s  ago , u ndergrad ua t e s  bad acon t e st f or who 
cou l d  " k i d na p" t he most . The seam came ou t when po l i ce st oppe d a s t u d e n t  
a nd f o u nd seve r a l  i n  h i s  c a r  a nd p l acards on t he bac k  seat proc l a i mi ng 
" I  SA Y G NO TO GNOMES" . A r e c e n t  r e port showed F l ora Cooke t he k i dna pper 
mea n t  b u s i ness when he cut a n  e a r  of f Henry t he f i s h i ng d wa r f  a nd pos ted 
i t  t o  her w i t h  a ransom d e ma nd f or 3 , 0 0 0  b l ac k  j e l l y ba b i e s ,  265 Sma r t i e s  
a n d  a F i nd u s  f i s h f i ng e r .  

" Wa i t i ng For The i ce ma n "  remi nds me a t  a su pposed l y  t ru e  t a l e .  rty 
ne i gh bou rDerek Ness reca l l ed how whe n a P E  t eac h e r  h i s  w i f e  Ka t h  was 
usu a l l y  dressed i n  a t racksu i t .  One day she got o n  a bus wea r i ng a 
dress , pa i d  f or h e r  t i c ke t  a nd · t he n  r e co l l e c t i o n  c rossed t n e  d r i ver ' s  
f ace . " So r r y , "  he sa i d .  " 1  d i dn ' t recog n 1 se y ou w i t h  you r c l o t hes o n . " 

,. ..,.  

• 

• 

.. . 

Ell 
" Shoo t i ng t he Bu l l "  a l so remi nded me at ti ng i i sn van a t i ons . f i rst l y  a n  

U r b a n  Ma n capt u res a d o g  he be l 1 e ved t o  be wor r y i ng shee p ,  bu t t ne 
po l i ce to whom he took i t  e x p 1 a 1 ned t ha t  i n  t ne cou n t r ys i de t he r e  we r e  
wor k 1 ng she e pdogs . A me r i ca n  t a r mers war n  h u n t e r s  not t o  s h o o t  t he i r  
bea s t s  b y  pa i nt i ng t he word " COW" or " �HEHP" o n  t he i r  stock i n  aa y-g l o  
co l ou r s  o n  t he s i de o f  a n i ma l s .  I n  a book ( \l'est Cou n t r y  ·""y s t e r i es ,  
i nt roduced b y  Co l i n  W i l son , Eoss i ne y  Boo ks,  1 985 > t he re i s  c h a p t e r  o n  
" The Exmoor Beas t " , by J i l l i a n  Powe l l ,  t ram wh i c h  come s :  " A  n u mbe r o t  
dogs had a l ready been shot a na one ma n  was r u mou red t o  have prot e c t e d  
h 1 s  b l a c k  l a brador by pa i nt i ng DO G  i n  l a r ge wh l t e l e t t ers o n  e i t he r  
f l a nk . " n�.  FF IO , f 1 3) .  

I f  you a r e  su t f e r i ng U BT book starva t i on ,  " Cu rses ! Bro i l e d  A ga i n ! " 
w i l l  be as we l come as t he prove r b i a l  ha i r  ox t he dog . Let ' s  hope 
t he r e ' l l  be a n o t h e r  one t r om h l m a l ong soo n .  

MAG I CA L  TALES by R J STEWART ( Aq u a r i a n  Pre ss , t6 . 99 >  

T h i s book wi l l  a ppea l t o  a n yone i nt r i gu e d  b y  Br i t i s h ma g i ca l  
t ra d i t i o n o r , sa y ,  t he books o x  A l a n  Garne r .  t h e  1 3  stor i es 
a r e  t u l l  of w i sdom a nd e n J o y me n t , f or so t he y  shou l d  i n  a book 
de d i ca t ed to reawke n i ng i nt e rest i n  stor y - t e l l i ng as a n  art a na 
ma g i ca l t ra d i t i on .  I n  h 1 s  i n trod u c t i on ,  S t e wa r t  d i sc u sses t he 
t ra d i t i ona l a nc i e nt roots of ma g 1 ca 1 t a l es and e p 1 c s ,  a nd how 
t h i s  powe r f u l  1 mag i na t i ve process m1 ght be re 1 nst a t e a  t or re ne- - - . - ·  . 
wed psyc h i c  hea l t h  toda y .  l n  t he second par t ,  t he a u t hor e x p l a  Mi!fl'h'·• 
i ns how to use h i s  se l t - pe n ned s t or i e s  i or v i sua l i sat i o n ,  med i t a t i on and 
pe rsona l de v e l opme n t .  Don ' t be m1 s 1 ed i nt o  assu m1 ng t h 1 s  is New Age 
c l a p - t ra p .  

THE RESTOX A T W.N OF COCK ROB i N  b y  NOJ<f!tA.N I US l Ro be r t  Ha l e ,  U l .  Y5 J 

The V i c t or i ans , be i ng car e l ess d i sg u i sers , mea ns t he task of u n do i ng 
t b e i � p r u d e r y  is not too d i f f i cu l t .  I l es argues t ha t  " nu rsery r h y mes are 
our t orgot t e n  store of sexua l song . My wor k  is to rest ore t h e m  to t he i r  
or i g i na l  f o r ms ,  a nd t o  prove my restora t i ons correct . . . . I mage r y  i s  my 
t oo l ; and se nse is my goa l . "  

I l es br i dges t he c u l t u re gap by reawa ke n i ng f orgot t e n  symbo l i sm i n  
n u rse r� r h y me s  a nd l oo k i ng beyond nonse nse aspe c t s .  I t  i s  a n  i mpor t a n t  
task , t or as h e po i nts ou t ,  " se xu a l  su ppress i on i s  pa r t  of i nt e l l ec t u a l  
su ppress i ons . " 
Years ago i t  was po i nted ou t to me t ha t  s u c h  r h y mes as " He y  d i dd l e  
d i dd l e ,  t he cat a n d  t h e  f i dd l e" t a u gh t  s t a r l ore ; t ha t  " J ack and J i l l " 
e x p l a i ned t he prac t i ce of dewpond const r u c t i on on h i l l t o ps ;  a nd 
" La d y b i rd ,  l a d y b i rd" e ng e ndered so l a r  my t h  and may e ve n  have bee n 
wr i t t e n  i n  N eo l i t h i c  t i me s .  

B u t  I l e s '  t hr u s t  i s  a i med a t  " t he pa l ace o f  e n t r a i l s , " pu t t i ng f l esh 
back o n  " t he man a l l  sk i n  a nd bone . "  The g i r n e r  l ee r s  a t  t h e  she i l a- na ­
g i g  f e ma l e  e x h i b i t i on i st .  

T he f i rst t wo sect i ons dea l wi t h  c o u r t sh i p  r hymes and ma r r i age r h y me s ;  
r e s t or i ng t o  t he i r  proper p l ace s u c h  f ami l i a r  p i eces as " Goose y ,  Goose y 
G a nder" and " Dance to You r Daddy . "  

Ma n y  n u r se r y  r h y mes requ i re a g r e a t  dea l  o f  restora t i on work . For 
i nstance " The Old Ma n" t r i e s  t o  pre t e n d  to be a bo u t  a rea l l ad y  g o i ng to 
a r�a l  c h u r c h  and sees a dead man. Bu t the c h u r c h  symbo l i ses t he vag i na ,  
1 t  l S  a ma n  not a woma n  v i s i t i ng and t he dead ma n  i s  i n  a c t ua l i t y  t he 
spe n t  pha l l u s .  Here t he ma n ' s sex was c hopped of f ;  t he adu l t e r a t o r  
pre f e r r i ng t o  sca r e  c h i l dr e n  w i t h  a corpse r a t h e r  t h a n  t e l l  t h e  sexu a l  
t r u t h .  Such i s  t he bac kground a n d  p ro b l em,  t he repress i on we a r e  dea l i ng 
w i  t b .  

A no t h e r  sect i on covers caro l s .  l l e s  argues t ha t  a Chr i st i a n  c a r o l  i s  a 
c o n t r ad i c t i on a nd Chr i st i a n i t y  has no c u s t oms of i t s own .  I n  see k i ng t o  



redress t he ba l a nce he re , he i nc l u de s  Y u l e  wassa i l s .  Does t he a u t hor 
know " The Twe l ve !Jays at C h r i s t ma s "  has bee n  g i ve n  new words wi t h  t ypes 
o f  l oc o mo t i ves s u bst i t u t ed whe n steam bu t f s ce l e brate a t t e r  r u n n 1 ng 
Thomas t he Tank E ng i ne San t a  s pec i a l s"? Th i s  is secu l a r i sa t i on to ma t c h  
Br i t i s h  Ra i l ' s  sec tor i sa t i o n .  And l '  l l  never l oo k  at J ac o b ' s Ladder i n  
Cast l e  Kde n De ne t he same way aga i n  . . .  t u t , t u t .  

THE LEY H U N T ER ' S MANUAL b y  A L F R E D  WAT K I NS l Aqu a r i an, �4. 99 1 

As e d i tor of a T he L e y  H u n t e r  l l 9t>Y - 7t> J , I g u e ss 1 am we l l  q u a l i f i ed 

to rev i e w  t h i s  pa pe r ba c k  r e pr i nt .  S i nce 1927 whe n �a t k i ns pu b l i shed t h i s  

f i e l d g u i de t o  wha t he be l i e ve d  t o  b e  pre h i stor i c  t rackwa ys , t he s u bj ec t  

o f  a l i gned a nc i e nt mo n u me nt s  h a s  g rown i nt o  t he w i de r  d i sc i p l i ne o t  

" ea r t h  mys t e r i es" . 

Wa t k i n s '  v i s i on is as a ppos i t e t od a y  as i t  was i n  t he T we nt i es ;  s i nce 

re f i ne d  a nd s e e n  re p r oduced in t he esot e r i c  pa t t e r ns o n  e v e �y cont i ne nt 

and i n  e ve r y  age . 
Doye n of l ey h u nt e r s  J oh n  �i c he l l  provi des a succ i nc t  i nt rodu c t i o n ,  

p l ac i ng Wa t k i ns '  wor k  o n  l i ne a r  pa t t e r ns i n  a mode r n  c o n t e xt . He i nv i t e s  

t he reade r t o  t e st t he rea l i t y  o f  l e ys bY f o l l ow i ng Wa t k i ns '  t i ps t o  t he 

secret cou n t r y s i de of sacred s i t e s . 

T H E  SCARS OF EVOL U T I ON by KLA l N E  MORG A N  � Sou v e n i r  Press, t 1 2 . �5 J 

t he i dea of an a q u a t i c  p hase i n  h u ma n  e vo l u t i on as prese n t e d  here i s  
e x t r e me l y  a t t ract i ve .  T he argu me n t s  a r ecoge n t , t orce t u l  a nd t a n ta l i si ng .  
The aqu a t i c  a pe t he o r y  c e r ta i n l y  me r i t s a t t e nt i on .

. Conv i nced? We l l ,  not rea l l y ,  bu t I ' ve not r ead su t f i c i e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  
t o  c ha l l e nge the i dea . 1 '  ve c e r t a i n l y  n e v e r  bee n c o n v i nced by Darwi n ,  
bu t t ha t  i s  pa r t i a l l y ,  1 s u ppose , i n  reac t 1 o n t o  soc l o- Ua nn n i s m .  

T he argu me nts t or ma n ' s na kedne ss , b i peda l i sm ,  swea t i ng ,  eccr i ne 
g l a nd ,  tear s ,  t at l a y e r , s peec h a nd t ace to t ace i nt e r c o u r se are st rong . 

The book is f u l l  at i ns i g h t s  and f a c t u a l  mi n u t i ae to bac k  u p  t he 
argu me n t s .  A l so i t  is not wi t hou t hu mo u r .  For i ns t a nc� , d i sc u s s i ng 
a n i ma l s '  sa l t  h u nge r :  i n  t he wood e n  houses ot p a r t s  o t  Monta na , me n had 
to a ba ndon t he i r  h a b i t of u r i na t i ng aga i ns t  t he i r  veranda h posts because 
porc u p i nes came out o f  t he woods a t  n i g ht and were l i a b l e  t o  c he w  r i g h� 
t hr o u g h  t he pos t s  f or t he sake at t he sa l t  i n  t he u r l ne-soaked

.
t l mber : 

L e ng t h y  d i scuss i on of v e n t r o - ve nt a l  ma t i ng ( mi ss i ona r y  pos i t l o n )  wh 1 c h  
a l so i nc l u des orang- u t a ns has a f u n ny s i de .  T h e  f e ma l e  " f i dge ted and 
l ooked arou nd" � hu man e q u i va l e n t  wou l d  be " t he ce i l i ng c o u l d  do wi t h  
a r t e x i ng" J o r  " r e s u me d  e a t i ng ,  reac h i ng o u t a nd p l u c k i ng f ru i ts a s  t he 
ma l e  was t h r u s t i ng" ( wo u l d  be t he prost i t u t e  eat i ng t i s h  and c h i ps as 
t he sa i l or copu l a ted s t a n d i ng u p ) . 

The a q u a t i c  ape t he o r y  is prese nted f orce f u l l y  and wi t h  an i nt e r ­
nat i ona l c o n f e r e nce on t h e  not i on he l d  i n  198'7 , some k i nd oi wa t e r ­
s hed s e e ms t o  h a v e  bee n  reache d .  The s a v a n n a h  t heory mu s t  be i n  r e t reat . 

Co n t r o v e r s i a l , i n f or ma t i ve a nd a ra t t l i ng good sc i e nt i f i c rea d .  

P L ACES O F  POWER b y  PAUL DEVEREUX < B l a nd f ord P ress , � 1 4 . 95 ) 

T h i s  book q u o t e s  the e x pe r i e nce of myse l f  and w i f e  t ou c h i ng a Wh i n  
S i l l  g r an i t e b l oc k  a s  a ma j or cont r i bu t i on t o  t he r u mou r wh i ch has 
c i r c u l a t e d  f or many y e a r s  t ha t  peop l e  can rece i ve shocks f rom stand i ng 
stones s i mi l a r to t hose c a u se d  by s ta t i c  e l ec t r i c i t y .  I wrote a bou t t h i s  
e xp e r i e nce i n  m y  book " Qu i c ks i l ve r  H e r i t age" i n  19'74 a n d  t h e  st one a t  
H a r t  V i l l age , C l e v e l a nd ,  has cont i nu e d  t o  cause t i ng l i ng se nsa t i ons 
occa s i ona l l y . Not j u st a r u mou r :  a f ac t . 

Equa l l y  admi ra b l y �  De v e r e u x ' s book se t s  ou t
_ 

to t u rn l egend i n t o  f ac t ; 
a l so exorc i se f antasy and r e p l ac e  i t  w i t h  s t u bborn sc i e n t i f l c i sm. 
Wor k i ng f rom the pe rs i st e nce o f  r u mo u r s  of p l aces o f  powe r ,  Dev e r e u x  
l ooks f i rst a t  t he t ra d i t i o ns a nd r e c o r d  o f  a nc i e n t  peo p l e s  a n d  

.. -

"' "'  

�cc 1 e t i e � .  t �r o u g h  t o l k l or e  ana t ne who l e  gamu t o r  1 e genas assoc 1 a t ea 
�n � n  me ga l i t ns '  e i r ec t s  and d o 1 ngs ,  to anecaota l pe rsona l e xpe r 1 e nces 
a n.:! o n  t o  a. 3 r o w i ng a na h.lrde n 1 ng body o i  measu r a b l e ,  sc 1 e n t 1 1 1 c wor k .  

t he aecona part a 1 sc u sses rad l a t i o n � 1  reaa some where t h a t  t he 
l 3. va t o r y  1 n  1 vy br 1 age , De vo n ,  po 1 1 ce s t a t 1 o n has t h e  h l ghest raaon c o u n t  
1 n  Br 1 t a 1 n J , u l t rasou nd , magne t i sm a na l 1 gnt phenome na .  

l" he re por t s  o r  i nd l V l du a l  s 1  t es brou g h t  oac k  me mor 1 e s o r  v 1 s 1  t s  t o  t he 
ma J O r l t y  ot mega l 1 t h 1 c  s 1 t e s  1 n  nor t he r n  er 1 t a 1 n  a u r 1 ng t he ear l y  
t1 i 3 .:11:. 1 e s W l t h  t e l l ow rese a r c ne r J oh n  1ia tson . t hough e no r mou s l y  pos 1 t 1 ve 
ou t aoors recrea t 1 on a na r a sc 1 na t 1 on ,  my o n l y a 1 sa ppo 1 n t me nt was t na t  we 
e A pe r 1 e nced a l mso t  comp l e t e  l ac k  or e a r t h  e ne r g y  e v 1 aenc e .  Anywa y ,  a r ew 
o bse r va t i ons on some s 1 t e s  De v e r e u x  aesc r 1 be s :  �ast l e r 1 gg ,  v 1 stea t h ree 
t l :n

.
e s ,  where t h e r e  'IIA.S a s i ng l e  area at powe r i n  tne r4-!-wr�.� uic:.f r � d:· i o /\.  

·<ll t .: n n t he c 1 rc l e ;  Long Meg ,  whe re a woma n  sa i d  sne han p l a yed t r u a n t  
t r am he r hu s ba nd and son ' s t i s h 1 ng e xped 1 t 1 o n t o  v i s l t  t h e  s i te a l t e r  
read 1 ng o r  i t  i n  " (.,!u l c ks i l ve r  H e r i tage" ! ;  f we l ve A pos t l es ,  whe re whe n 

v 1 a i  t ed i t  h.:.d be e n  desecra t e d  by a bont i re and was s t rewn w i t h  t wo­
l i t re c i de r  cont a i ners t ca l l ed " gree n m1 l k " by Hart l e pool ' s  l i qu i d  
brea k t as t  su bc u l t u re ) ; �oe l f y  U c ha t , whe re De v e r e u x  ne g l ec t s  t o  me n t 1 on 
t wo l n- de p t h a r t i c l es i n  The Ley H u n t e r  No 5J a nd The ft e ws No 5 < ¥o r t ea n  
T i mes t o r e r u n ne r )  o r  t he de vast a t 1 ng 1 y  s 1 gn 1 I 1 ca n t  L l andr l l l o ru mbl 1 ngs 
t r om A. r t hu r ' s fa b l e  e v e n t  oi 1 Y7 4 ;  ea r n  E u n y  t ogou , to wn 1 c h  Pau l a na 
C ha r l a  Oe v e r e u x  t oo k  me e a r l i e r  t h i s  year when 1 stay ea a t e w days w i t h  

t he m  a nd whe r e  f t e l t  d l st i nct powe r r 1 s 1 ng t ram t ne grou nd t hrougn my 
ooay i o r t i rs t  a t 1 me  1 n  ha l t  a aecade ; and t he re ' s  t he e xc e l l e nt r h y me : 

r l r S t  was t he geo l og y ,  
t h e n  c a me  t he 1 1 g h t s ; 

ne x t  appearea peop l e ,  
a na t h e n  t he s t o ne s . 

t l t  i t  see ms t a mi l l ar , t r y  l i st e n 1 ng to U i re Str a l t s '  " l e l e grapn 1\oad " U .  
f hge t h 1 r d pa r t  o r  t h e  gu i de l ooks a t  what l)e v e re u x  ca l l s " pa t t e r ns , 

possi b 1 1 1 t 1 e s a na conne c t 1 o ns . " f rom ear l y  1 n  my 1 n t e re s t  1 n  ear t h  
myst e r i e s 1 have be en s e ns 1 t i ve t o  c e r t a i n  S l t e s ; genera l l y  rece i v 1 ng a 
sensa t i o n at t he bac k  ot t he hea d ,  some t i me s  a r ee 1 1 ng at a s p 1 ra 1  
vor t e x  t r am t he ground a nd some t i me s a l i gnt heaaedne ss . 

Though i t  i s  g e n e ra l l y  ou t ot bou nds , 1 r e l t  a de e p  d e s 1 re to v 1 s i t  
t he c r y pt a t  Y o r k  M 1 ns t e r  du r 1 ng t he ea r l y- d os a nd persu aded a n  o r r i c i a l  
t o  o pe n  1 t ! or v i e w 1 ng .  The se n i o r c l e n c ,  my wi t e  a nd 1 we re j o i ned by 
o t he r  c u n u o u s  s i g ht s e e rs a nd g i ve n  a t a l k  on t he c r y p t , but t hough no 
one e l se appeared d 1 s t ressed by t he l oca t i on 1 had to h o l d  on t o  my w i t e  
f or t e a r  o r  f a i n t 1 ng a s  t he powe r was s o  st rong . 1 t e l t  t h i s  t o  a l esser 
degree at Las t 1 ngham c r y p t , Lady Chape l near osmo t he r l e y ,  both 
Y o r ks h i re ,  and a t  other Chr i s t 1 an ed i f i ce s .  Mega l i t h i c  s i tes have had 
l e ss � f t e c t , t ho u g h  me l g u m  stone c i rc l e  was s i mi l a r  a na a l so i n  
A berdee nsh i re ,  Su n H o n e y  was a dec i ded l y  c o l d  a nd e v i l p l ace . 

From v i s i t i ng Sc ot t i s h sou t e r ra i ns ,  I am conv i nced t he i r  pu r pose was 
i or vs i o n q u e s t s .  A l so t ha t  at such p l ac e s  a f or m  ot rad i a t i on was no 
d o u b t  m1 xed w i t h  ha l l u c i noge ns i o r  pu r pose f u l  s p i r i t u a l  i nq u i r y .  Sad l y  
moa e r n  grave yards and t h e  dere l i c t  e ng i ne shed s h r i nes o f  a de pa r t ed 
s t eam e r a  a t t ra c t  an a d o l e s c e nt su bc u l t u r e  of so l ve nt - sn i f f i ng s ha ma ns . 

As De v e r e u x  p o i nts ou t ,  r ad i a t i on i s  i nh e r e n t l y  h a r mf u l  to l i v i ng 
t i ss u e , but perhaps h o moeopa t h i c  doses oi rad i a t i on cou l d  have 
t he r a pe u t i c  e f f ec t s .  

On a more mu ndane l e ve l , 1 mu st admi t i t  was on l y  De v e r e u x ' s note 
a bou t t he e p i t h e t  " ea r t h  mys t e r i es" be i ng g i ve n  t o  t he mu l t i ­
d i sc l p l i na r y  i nq u i ry " by a n  u nk nown j ou rna l i st i n  1 9 7 4 "  t ha t  su mmoned my 
a t t e n t i on to t he f ac t  I had a l ways a ss u me d  De v e r e u x  h i mse l f  had c o i ned 
i t .  

More i a nc i t u l  m i nds t ha n  m i ne have bee n  a t  wor k  a l so .  De v e r e u x  notes 
e x t r e me r u mo u r s  assoc i a t e d  wi t h  t he Dragon Proj ect war� , i n i t i a ted t o  
produce data o n  e ne rg y  e mi s s i ons at s i t e s .  O n e  was t ha t  Ca l i f or n i a n  c o ­
ord i na t or J oh n  �tee l e  w a s  a C I A  age n t  a nd t hat a proj ect mon i tor haa 
d i 9d t r am u ns pec i t i ed e ne rg y  e t f ec t s  a t  t he Rol l r i gh t  Stone s .  

T h 9  book b u z z es wi t h i ns i g h t s  a nd l eads t o  a l l ma n n e r  o1 pe rsona l 



specu l a t i on .  Why t or i ns t a nce does t h e  u l t r asou nd s i gna l occu r at dawn 
and not n i g h t t a l l �  l s  t h i s  wny we have R i s i ng �u n ra t he r  t h a n  �e t t i ng 
Su n pu b l i c  house s ? N ow . we ' r e re a l l y  t a l k i ng a bo u t a l t e r na t i ve s p i r i t u a l 
home s .  P l ac e s  at powe r - t u l  a l e .  rt i ne ' s a p i nt at � t e a m  e i t t e r  n e x t  t i me  
I '  m down i n  P e nz a nc e , Pa u l .  

GNOS T r C I SJil : 1 IS H I �TOR Y A .N lJ  l .N F L U r:tKE by 8EliJ A J U .N 't'A L K J:i.H u.:. r u c i o l e ,  
Lb . YY J . l Hh 1.-itAL l l.r. A t W  l Hh jj L A lJh b y  1:\ l A t: n  h l �Lhl< U'l.a naa l a ,  L'I . 'J'.I J 

r ,  a nd ma ny o t h e r  e a r t h  mys t e r i e s  adhe r e n t s ,  are f r e q u e n t l y  e x pe c t e d  
to b e  s t ra i gh t f orwa r d  paga n s . Whe re t h i s  nonse nse c o m e  f rom i s  
u n i mpor t a n t ; i t  i s  mor e  t o  t he po i n t t ha t  t h i n1 n ng h JL\  t o l l owe r s  a re 
l i ke l y  to be gnos t i c  Chr i s t i a ns .  

G nost i c i s m sprang t ram ma n y  a nc i e n t  c u l t u re s , t a k i ng e l e me n t s  t ra m  t h e  
c o l l a psed paga n wor l d  a nd a dd i ng to i t  t he i r  o w n  v e r s i ons a t  
Chr i st i a n i t y .  I t  see::; t he c osmost i tse l. t  as i nt r i ns i ca l l y  e v i l ,  c re a t ed 
by t he De m i u rge , wh i l e t he t r u e  God i s  u t t e r l y  r e mo t e  a nd a me rc i t u l  and 
good vod t h e  Fa t he r .  Chr i st is t u ndame n t a l  to t he doc t r i ne of sa l va t i on ,  
a pred i ca me n t  d i vorced t r a m  mor a l i t y  o r  good wor k s  a t  t a i t h ,  ou t 
depe nde n t  u po n  a k i nd at t r a nsce nde n t  knowl edge . t h i s  i s  gnos i s  t me a n i ng 
k nowl edge > a nd g n os t i c i sm is a l l a bou t sec r e t  knowl edge . 

I t s sec r e c y  a nd c o n t rad i c t i ons ma ke a n y  s t u d y  d i t t i c u l t ,  o u t  t he 
a u t hor has u nr a ve l l ed t e x t s  a nd o p i n i ons to f or m  as cohe r e n t  an accou n t  
as cou l d  b e  e xpec ted . l'h 1 s  wor k a t  e xe mp l a r y  sc ho l ars h i p covers t h e  
t a xt s ,  conc e pt s  a t  t he i r  cosmo l ogy , Ma n ,  l.h r i st ' s  m1 ss i o n ,  a i sc i p l e :; , 
prac t i c e s ,  sec t s  a n d  i n t l u e nces . 

They we re e x t re m i s t s ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  i n  sexua l act i v i t y ,  wh i c h i s  t u 1 1 y  
desc r i be d .  There was i ncest , i n t e rcou rse w i t h  c h i l d r e n ,  sodomy a nd t h e y  
e v e n  t ou nd St Pa u l ' s  s t a t e me n t i n  A c t s  G 0 : 3 4  t o  g l o r i f y  mast u r ba t i o n .  A s  
i f  a nt i c i pa t i ng t h e  �a t a n i c  c h i l d  a bu se / sa c r i f i ce mor a l  pa n i c  o i  l YY U , 
E p i pha n i u s  reco rds t he a oor t 1 on at t he u n bo r n  t oe t u s ,  i t s e x t rac t i on a na 
consumpt i on a l o ng w1 t h  hone y ,  pe ppe r and o t he r  c o nd i me n t s  to a vo 1 d  
vomi t i ng .  

T h e  au t ho r  a t t e mp t s  a l so a br i e t c hrono l ogy i nd i ca t i ng gnost i c i s m ' s 
e xpans i on a t t e r  t he e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  c e n t u r i es .  

i t  i s  a wor k o f  s o l i d sc ho l a r s h i p a nd a l so a n  i ns p i r i ng s t u d y . 
R i a ne E i s l e r , i n  h e r  ade p t  recons t r uc t i on of pre h i s t o r y  a nd h i st o r y , 

a l so uses gnost i c i sm to bo l st e r  he r a r gu me n t . 't' i t h  pass i on ,  she deve l ops 
a t he o r y  of c u l t u r a l  e vo l u t i o n ,  whe re we ca n i f  we choose e t f ec t i ve l y  
i nt e r ve n e .  E i s l e r ' s  t hes i s  cont a i ns t wo mode l s :  t h e  domi nat i on mode l ,  
symbo l i sed b y  t he b l ade < wh e re one ha l f  of soc i e t y  domi n a t e s  t he o t he r >  
a nd pa r t ne rs h i p mode l ,  symoo l i sed b y  t he cha l i c e  < where me n a nd wome n 
a re va l u ed equa l l y > . Not a f e mi n i s t ra n t ,  bu t a c a l l  t or a s p i r i t  at c o ­
ope r a t i on a s  e x i s t e d  i n  p re h i st o r i c  soc i e t i es .  

PING • • .• b a n  lmpre .. tve landmartc; 
Ayton and preaanu a platform for apectacular vlawa. 

attached to thla conlcal-ahaped , mlni-Matterhom. lt 
after the Infant prince who w .. drowned near fu a a 

.. .. 
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. Cursed by Old 
Nan, the witch 

of Farndale 
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modem myth of fiytng aaucen, u a 
skywatchers' centre. and also haa a 
horticultural reputation for the qual­
Ity of Ita magic mushrooms. 

The following chapter on Fryup Is 
about fairy rings and the very real 
tear to the lmpreaslonabla of being 
taken away by the talrles lt one runs 
more than nine Umes around one of 
these. Some unident.Wed fiytng ob­
jects spotters even believe such nat­
ural circles are evidence of "saucer 
neats". 

F ARNDALE is best kitown for 
its spring display of daffodils, 
but it is also associated with a 
notorious witch. 

She wu Nan Ha.rdwicke .. who had a 
relaUon who lived at Lown.a. one ot 
the remote dale's hamlets. Nan'a 
visits were regular thourh ahe wu 
rarely welcomed. 

• "Folk Tale• Fro- t.lae North 
York M-re" by Peter N. Walker, 
pabll.ellecl by Robert Bale, U.ts. 

WHITE HORSE 
From more traditional folklore 

come the several tales of knights 
vanqutshlng dragon.a; the mennan ot 

· S k l nnlngrove and merma ids o t  
Stalthea; white mare legends of 
Sutton Bank metamorphoalng with 
the White Horse of Kllbum Hill ttgure. 
and alleged ly bottomless Lake 
Gonnlre; plua the very good reason 

. why 
�

ople auppoaedly eat Y orkshlre 

���uJ,!�
parately and first and In 

Folk were puzzled over Nan's 
abillty to travel so rapidly over the 
moon between Oanby and Lown.a; 
the &n.IWer betnr that ahe chanced 
magically Into a hare tor the journey. 

Her witchcratt la aao displayed In 
the following tale. 

Crayke Is featured tor Its connec­
tion with Durham's Saint Cuthbert, 
whoae body waa hidden there tor tour 
montha a.tter h1s death In AD687. 
History claims "Cuddy" 1.1 buried In 
Durham Cathedral, but legend avers 
the akeletal remalna found In 1827 
were not his, but thoae of a subat1tuted 
body. 

1 loc":u�r
to ���%,�e��{ o7�� All In all, a tuclnaUng gllmpse Into 

folklore and spur to get out and about 
and discover the places where 
extraordinary events 11Upposedly took 

whereabouts ot King Arthur and his 
sleeping Knights of the Round Table. She had crossed the moors to visit 

Lowna because her cousin's daughter 
wu being wed that day. Although not 
Invited because ot her pecullartUea, 
she nevertheless arrived juat a.s the 
bridal proc:easlon returned trom the 
church. 

· While Richmond Castle has thia 
. strand within Its rich folklore. Wal.ke! 

place. . ��AUL SCRE ETON 

It was customary among dales 
tamilles to otter a bed overnight to 
long.dlstance travellers. Nan had 
come ten miles trom Oanby (they did 
not know In the tonn ot a hare) and 

=��t��d '!v� ��&���: ���e�� I 
more than one occupant. She waa told 
there wuno room. 

A kindly brldeamald, however, 
ottered to take her to her home, where , 
she could share her bed. On hearing this, the bride, not realising Nan wu 
within hearing distance, commented: 
"I know ahe's a relation ot mine. but 
I'd never have that tUthy old thing In 
my house." 

bu���Pt!l�
un�th':!t:fP.�s!��o

g 
to the bridegroom. Then she added 
om!nously, "Ah'va let tha be wedded, 
but ah "U stop tha being bedded." 

And with that she atonned out ot the , 
celebraUoru1. 

Qulckly her curse wu forgotten. 
BOOZING 

Boozing conUnued an d  eventually, 
u wu custom, the bride went to bed 
some Ume before her new spouse. One 
ot the bridesmaids - the bride· 
groom's slater - whispered that the 
ladll Intended stopping him reaching · 

· his bride that night, but on such occa. 
slons the bridesmaids always at. 
tempted to frustrate such scheming. 
Consequently they organiJied a game 
ofbllndman's blutt. - · ·- · 

When the music ceued il.ll the girls 
blew out the ca.ndlea · they carried, 

fnhU
th�e

c�;t���e��e fr;�����s� . 
slipped out ot the house to where a 
ladder had been placed up to the 
.bride's window. It dld not quite reach 
!.!!_��rh. 10 ,!he gt.r� ����ed .!. 

towel to the · window trame ·and 1t 
dangled tor hla tln&l cUm b. .-. Quickly he cllmbed and u he· wu 
juat about to reach aatety, the re­
vellers re&Uaed what wu happening, 
da.shed oulalda and knocked away the 
ladder. The surprlae caused the 
bridegroom to let go, he tell to the 
ground and broke h1s leg. 

OldNan'a curse hadcometrue. 
The book h.U many other persona ot 

all shade• between the OevU and the 
aalntly here. 

· 

TH E B I G  W H E E L  b y  B ruce Thomas (Viking, 
£ 1 2.99) 

Marginally folkloric, I have personal reasons for 
reviewing this book here . 

On the level of general interest, it begins with a 
rock musician telling how he finds touring America 
endlessly repetitive - he 's referring to each town 
looking identical - yet Bruce Thomas has created 
a gem of an autobiographical travel book. Also, 
because The Road is central to modern mythology 
it takes on a wider perspective of interest for any 
folklorist. This is Jack Kerouac for the Nineties; 
rock 'n' roll touring viewed with perception and 
wit. 

Towards the end there is a strange chapter set 
near Sizewell nuclear power station, whose local 
fishermen tell the author of " catching fish with 
giant tumours and of fish that glow slightly in the 
dark . . .  the blessings of Thatcher's acid reign . . . .  ' '  

It is n o  wonder that the narrator can take 
America as his main canvas and portray it col­
ourfully, for Stockton-born Thomas trained at 
Middlesbrough Art College and worked as a 
commercial artist in an advertising agency and a 
Teesside newspaper before the lure of the rock 
merry-go-round. At one point he comments : "It 
didn't matter that neither of us was an old black 
man from the Delta or Chicago. We were su­
premely qualified to play the Blues. We were both 
ex-art students . ' '  

This book i s  based o n  his time with Elvis Costello 
and The Attractions, of which he was bass player, 
1977 to 1987. Earlier he was in Vlllage, a group 
which also included Peter Bardens (son of ghost 
books author Dennis) and drummer BUI Porter 
(who wrote for The Ley Hunter while I was its 
editor) .  

The title The Big Wheel, from the sho�und big 
wheel, is a metaphor for endless touring and 
Thomas's description of life on the road is a roller­
coaster of its highs and lows ; a rock survivor's 
memoirs. 

It is full of keen observation ( "I noticed a bumper 
sticker: A SMITH & WESSON BEATS 4 ACES. 
This c e rtainly w a s n ' t  S A V E  THE WHALE 
country . " ) and another bumper sticker ("IN THE 
E VENT OF THE RAPTURE, THIS VEIDCLE WILL BE DRIVERLE SS. " )  or ( "He was the 



SHAMA N I SM by M I RCEA E L I ADE l A r ka na , Ltl . 99 >  a nd YOGA by � l �C£A EL l AVE 

< A r kana , &8 . 99 > .  

Be t or e  Ca r l os Cas t a ne da , E l i ade was t h e  s t u de n t ' s  rou t e  t o  pe rce pt i ons 
on t he myst e r i ou s  t i gu r e  at t he sha ma n .  h l i a de ' s true scho l a rso i p  l i nked 
re l i g i o n ,  psycho l og y , soc i o l ogy a na e t hno l og y , a na l ys i ng sha ma n i sm 
sha ma n i s m ' s techn i q u e s ,  symbo ! i sms a nd myt ho l og i e s .  

H i s  c h u n k y  t o me  o n  yoga l ooks a t  t he asce t i c  t ec h n i qu e s  wi t h  regard t o  
t e c hn i qu e ,  re l i g i on , a l c he my a nd sha ma n i sm.  

EART H MYST h� l ES by � l CHA hL HU�ARD ( �o be r t  Ha l e ,  L l 3 . Y5 >  

Vho cou l d  ho l d  a cand l e  t o  t h i s  ma n ?  Who e l se cou l d  concoct such a 
ca u l dron of p l a g i ar i st i c  f l ot s a m  -- mo l ars ot Micne l l ,  wa 1 s t  of �a t k i ns ,  
dewl a p  o f  De ve re u x ,  bra i ns o f  Horas , pe n i s  o r  Penn 1 c k  a nd sc rot u m  ot 
Scree t o n? 

There i s  not a s i ng l e  or i g i na l  t ho u g ht or f ac t  or any a t t e mpt a t  
d i f f e r e n t i a t i ng what i s  f ac t  a nd wha t i s  s u r mi se . F o r  someone i nvol ved 
in e a r t h  myste r i es f or t wo decades , t he c ha rge o t  na i ve t e  wou l d  be 
l u d i crou s j  t h i s  was e i the r wr i t t e n  t or se l t - g l or y  or se l l ­
aggrand i se men t . Th i s  mus t  b e  t he most s l oppy sc i ssors and paste j o bs E A  
has ever su f f e re d  and t ho u g h  hard l y l i ke l y  t o  harm t he su bj e c t , the 
a u t hor deserves censu re , it  not t o t a l a l i e na t i on by t he move me n t  ( Sa l ma n 
Rushd i e ,  Howard makes you r i ns u l t  see m sma l l  t r y > . Pe rha ps Howa r d  wi l l  
ma ke a me nds b y  dona t i ng h i s  roya l t i e s  t o  t he Dragon Proj ect . 

F i na l l y ,  Howa r d  wr i t es of a " qu a n t u m  l e a p  i n  the rock ' s  
consc i ou sness . " Whe t he r  roc k as pr i ml t i ve " l i t e " i s  neve r cons i dered , 
but l i ke ma ny be f ore h i m  Howa r d  c o n t uses " qu a n t u m" wi t h  " e no r mous" , 
whe reas i t  act u a l l y  means " ne g l i g i b l e " . L i ke so much e l se he r e , we g e t  
su pe r f i c i a l  and du b i ou s  though t , u nd i gested ana u ncons i dere d .  You cou l d  
wi t h  hone s t y  g e t  away wi t h  i t  i n  t he e a r l y  �e ve n t i es j  t he N i ne t i es 
demand mor e  a nd muc h  more . B l ow ou t t h e  ca nd l e  ana tomorrow i t '  1 1  burn 
j u st as d i m aga i n .  

� I RE I N  THE SKY b y  J EN N Y  R A N DLES < t l . 5 0 i nc p& p ,  cheques t o  

BU FORA Ltd . , C / o  37 Hea t h ba n k  Road , �toc k port , Chesh i re .  

I mpress i ve boo k l e t  on t he we l l - known P e t e r  Day U FO mov i e  o f  a n  a l l eged 
UFO over Buc k i ngha ms h i re . Thi s 1 97 3  case w i t h  2 3  seconds of :t oot�ge 
pu r por t i ng t o  show a true f l y i ng saucer has bee n  the subj ect o f  mu c h  
specu l a t i on .  I n  t h i s  met i cu l ou s l y-researched monograph , BUFORA D i rector 
o f  I nvest i ga t i ons Ra nd l e s  goes over a l l  t h e  t es t i mo n i e s  and i nt e r v 1 ews 
wi t ne sses herse l f .  There are ma ps and i ts on l y  arawback i s  l ack ot 
ac t u a l photographs . There are p l e n t y  of poss i b i l i t i e s he re a nd t he 
prese nce of an Amer i ca n  m i l i ta r y  j e t whi ch su bsequ e n t l y  crashe d ,  � eaves 
t h i s  r e v i e we r  w i th few dou bts that t he f i l m  must show th1s F - l l l  t i gh t e r  
i n  t rou b l e  be f ore i ts e ve n t u a l  demi se . N e ve r t h e l ess , others wi l l  come t o  
o t h e r  conc l u s i ons , and t h i s  second case h i st o r y  f rom BUFORA i s  a wor t hy 
add i t i on to se r i ou s  u f o l og y . 

THE I NHAB I TED SOL\( Si'TEM by J I MMY GODDARD < 7 0 p  i nc -p&p f ro m  J .  

Goddard , 25 A l be r t  R oa d ,  Add l estone , Ve y br i dge , Su rre y >  

J i mm y  h a s  steadf ast l y  su ppor t e d  t he Space Brothe rs l i ne i n  u f o l ogy f or 
decade s .  He i s  we l l  aware t ha t  t h i s  not i on is d e n i gra t ed by most i even 
t hose who e mbrace t he e x t r a t e r rest r i a l  hypothe s i s .  The i dea of c os m i c  
g u a rd i ans wi t h  ma nk i nd ' s we l f a r e  a t  hea r t  does a ppea r  t ouc h i ng l y  na i ve . 

The boo k l e t  i s  produced by t he STAR Fe l l owsh i p ,  or � g i na l l y  f ou nded b y  
Tony W e d d  t o  create a bond be t we e n  E ar t h me n  a nd de n i z e ns o f  o t h e r  
wor l ds .  N o t  su r pr i s i ng l y  mu ch o f  t h i s  boo k l e t  h a s  a d a t e d  f ee l : Ada ms k i  
a nd H u n t  W i l l i amson a ppear and a r e  l au ded j t h e re i s  su ppo r t  f or 
so l e xma l ,  the appa r e n t  i nt e r l i ngua of the so l a r  syst e m  < mu c h  of t h e  wor k  
t a k e n  u p  w i t h  a t t e mp t s  a t  t r a ns l a t i on > .  Another f a mi l i ar st rand i s  
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goalie. His game was modelled on the Ancient 
Mariner, 'who stopped one in three' . " )  and ( "here 
was a guy who made Syd Barrett look like a bank 
clerk. " ) :  and great one-liners ( "Now is the winter 
of our discotheque. " ) .  ( "The world had been Coca­
Colonized. " )  or ( " I bet his house was called Chew 
Guevara. " ) :  and p e rfect descriptions (vomit 
"lying there like a pointillist painting. " ) ,  ( " wore so 
much make-up that it probably had to be haulked to 
her !ace by block and tackle " ) ,  ( "Instinctively I 
turned to the centre-spread - aptly named. " )  and 
( ' ' coat of many curries. ' ' ) .  

More important, however, are the descriptions of 
separate realities, like when he visits the Magic 
Pawnshop and in a dream meets a Navaho Indian 
without claiming a true Castaneda-like experience. 

Towards the end there is also a sensitive return 
to childhood, dreams of being on an A4 class 
Pacific locomotive footplate and inevitable wet 
dreams. 

To sum up, this travelogue makes our beloved 
M25 look like the road to Paradise ! 

G hostly 
visions 

Splnechl ller b y  Peter 
end Mery Herrlaon. 
A VISITOR to a hoUday 
fiat In Whitby gUmpses 
a spe�tral girl exacUy 
llke herself and then 
again In a..n old palnUng 
In an a r t  g a l l e r y .  

s��k la a col-
lecUon ot such authentic 
g h o s t  s t o r i e s ­
experience undergone 
by ordinary people. 

The s e c tion on the 
North ot England In­
cludes a woman who 
awoke In a room In 

B a r n a r d  C a s t l e  t o  
wttneaa a dozen bone· 
thin people stretching 
out sUck-like arms as U 
trying to rue out ot the 
tloor 

The next morning the 
owner asked her U she 
would llke to see the 
dungeons In the cellars 
where at one time men 
had been lmprl.�oned, 
and tortured. 

There are many more 
1 u c h  s p i n e - c h i l l i n g  
tales. 
Publlahed by Slnclalr, 
£4.99. 

conspi racy t he or i s i ng a nd t he wr i t e r  suggests reasons f or space age nc i e s 
doc t o r i ng e v e i de nc e  to h i de the t r u t h  of c i v i l i sa t i ons on o t he r  p l a n e t s  
f r om u s .  

J i mmy admi t s  he i s  a n  e t e r na l  opt i mi s t  and u f o l og i c a l  romant i c .  T h e r e  
i s  a s t rong dej a vu t o  t h i s  pamph l e t ,  t he F i f t i es f i l t er i ng t hrough w i t h  
t he i>t:tll gn be i ngs wa i t i ng f or u s  to behave ou rse l ves so w e  c a n  j o i n  t h e  
ga l act 1 c  f e d e ra t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  a powe r f u l  e mot i o na l a ppea l  here , a l most 
re l i g i ou s ,  but it s e e ms i n t e l l ec t u a l gossa me r  t o  me . 

Yet i t  wou l d  be equ a l l y  hasty to ass u me  Adams k i  was a t o t a l  c ha r l a t a n , 
bu t he most c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t f l y  t ram Sa t u r n  i n  a spacesh 1 p . Su bt l e 
psyc h i c  compone n t s  mu st ha ve be e n  act i ve ,  b u t  wha t? 

It wou l d  be easy t o  d i smi ss this as a doc u me nt o f  de l us i o n ,  or 
l i t e ra r y  " t i me  war p" , b u t  there may be a more su bsta nt l a l  s t r u ct u re t o  
t h i s  s i ncere l y  he l d  v i e w  tha n  that o t  the popu l a r  u n t a t homed 
psycho l og i ca l  cou n t e r po i nt or f ash i ona b l e  ear t h l i gh t s .  

SIONEHENGE SCROLLS . G L ASTONBURY TREASURES. DRAGON TREASU RES . 
EXPLOR I NG ROCK A RT .  CELT i C  SECRET S .  Ed i ted b y  lJona l a  L .  C y r  

< F rom 8 0 0  Pa l e rmo Dr i ve ,  �an t a  Bar ba ra , C A ,  931 05, U . S . A . $8+p&p > 

F i ve l a r ge - s i z e  l a v i sh l y- produced pape r backs f rom " T he Best of 
Stonehe nge V i e wp o i nt S e r i es" . Good f r i e nd o f  mi ne Dona l d  has be e n  comi ng 
over to Br i ta i n  i nt e r m i t t e nt l y  f or t wo decade s .  Most o f  the ·ma t e r i a l  
here was wr i t t e n  by Dona l d  appl y i ng I saac Va i l ' s  canopy c l i ma t e  t heory 
to a nc i e n t  a r t i f ac t s  Don a l d  assoc i ated w i t h  t h e  c r ys t a l  s k y  a nd h i dde n 
ha l o  i deas . 

" St o ne he nge Scro l l s "  covers art i c l es be t we e n  1 9 7 0  and 1 987 i h i s  f i rs t  
t r i p - - or e xpedi t i on - - be i ng i n  1 973 , whe n he f i rs t  sta yed w i t h  u s  
< I ' m  t h e re o n  pag e  4 7  wi t h  f or me r  mu t t on-chop wh i s ke rs ! > .  �r i t t e n  wi t h  
ve rve , e n t h u s i as m  a nd me n t a l  agi l i t y .  

" G l as t o n b u r y  Treasures" conce ntrates o n  t he Heart o f  A va l on ,  t he 
myst i ca l  Somerset l a ndscape . Add i t i ona l to t he G l ast o n bu r y  Zod i ac are 
art i c l e s  o n  o t h e r  t e rrest r i a l  f i gu re s ,  Tor a nd a l l  t he c o mpon e n t s  of 
t h i s  myst i ca l  c e n t r e . 

" Dragon Treasu res" covers transa t l a nt i c  voyages ,  f e ng shu i and much 
controvers i a l  i n t e r pre t a t i on s .  

Wi t h  " Ex p l or i ng Roc k A r t " , Dona l d  e n t e rs t he pe r i l ou s  wa t e rs o f  
e p i gra ph y . Howeve r ,  h i s  war n i ng i n  h i s  i n t rodu c t i on i s  t i me l y :  " Wh e n e ve r 
a d i ss i de n t  i s  ce nsored or whe never an ' u n known ' is d i scou raged by h i s  
so-ca l l ed be t t e r s , o u r  ove ra l l  sys t e m  i s  i mpove r i shed . "  Much t o  i nt e re s t  
s t u d e n t s  o f  ear l y  voyages , sha ma n i sm, o g a m  a nd o t h e r  mys t e r i e s .  

Fami l y  n a me s  i n  Sco t t i sh t a r t a ns i s  o n e  of t he ma n y  " Ce l t i c  Secrets" 
surpri ses in store f or t hose who did not get t he ma ga z i ne regu l a r l y  
du r i ng t he E i g ht i e s .  

\ri l l  Dona l d  cons i de r  my s t u d y  of earth mys t e r i es deve l op me n t , " Se e ke r s  
o f  t he L i ne a r  V i s i o n , " w h i c h  he se r i a l i sed wor t h y  o f  t h i s  t re a t me nt ?  
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Croi9 . •  , /6million cords · I  
Craig is 
a champ, 
thanks to 
The Sun 

ly· R U K I  IAYID 
BRA YE cancer boy Craig 

Shergold said "Thank 
you My S u n "  hut 
night - after becommg 
the official champ for 
the most get-well cards 
ever received. 

Craig, 10, wept with joy 
after making it Into 
the 1 9 9 1  edition of the 
G u i n n e s s  B o o k  o f  
Records. 

The youngster, who Un· 
derwent radiation ther· 
apy after having a 
brain tumour removed, 
sobbed: "I  could never 
have done it  without 
T h e  S u n  a n d  i t s  
readers." 

Sma shed 

.. .  

0'�e lfa.r��g 
sh;!�1:' ��: i 

such as Kylie Minogue, I 
����k ����v:r:._ ���� I 
C r a l g  an a m a z i n g  I 1 8,750,692 cards. 

They smashed the previ· 
ous record i n  t h e  
book - to be launched 
in London on Mon­
day - of 205 , 1 20. 

Craig is still an out· 

�!����n 
at 

H���ila�0Yj� 
Sutton, Surrey. 

But mum Marion said: 
"When Craig broke the 
record he was like a 
little boy reborn. 

" Th e  cards are s t i l l  
flooding i n  - w e  have 
nearer 2 1 million now." 

fi*l: l,����f,rtl'����� I 

J am assured that the followu,g story 
is true. although it is nOt one for ani·  
mal lovers. At the height of the 
recent heat wave, a lorry driver was 
travelling through a peaceful Wih· 

· shire hamlet,  when a cat ran under 
his wheels. He stopped and saw a cat 
lying on the footpath. Taking a 
spade from the lorry, he went back 
and was surprised to detect signs of 
breathing. Realising the poor crca: 
ture must have massive internal inju· 
ries, he put it  out of its misery with 
one blow from the spade. As no·one 
\vas around he drove off. An hour 
later, police called at the depot a nd 
they asked who had been d ri\·ing 
that pnrticular lorry that afternoon. 
The driver came forward, and the 
police asked him if he had been 
involved in an accident. While he 
was telling them the sad story of the 
cat, one PC invited him to look in the 
rear wheel arch, and there were the 
remains of his victim. lt  transpired 
that a distraught old lady had rung 
the police to say that her Tiddles had 
been sunning himself on th� path. 
when J lom· h;�d stopped, ·and :t 
maniac �;vith

·
a spade . .  . ' 

Ozzy 'su icide song' 
BRITISH rock star Ozzy 
O s bo ur n e  was l a s t  
night lacing a £ 1 0  mll· 
lion law suit over two 
U . S .  t e e n a g e r s  who 
shot themselves alter 
listening to one ol his 
songs. The lans' par­
ents claim the track, 
Suicide Solution, con­
tained the words "Take 
the gun and try lt". 
Osboume says this has 
been misinterpreted. · OZZY: La w sui t  

* C O M P A CT d i s c  
users i n  the States 
claim by marking 

the i n ner and outer edftes 

�a
t:k

e
i�� ;!�� at��e��u�IJ 

significantly improves. 

E v e n  t h e  i n f l u e n t i a l  
American C D  Newsletter 
admits the craze is · catch­
ing on". 

Mirror Live advises you 
not to trv i t - do so at your 
own risk. 

There ' s  no 
need for 
sick tales . . .  

1 WONDER U I Rm the only Mall reader 
who finds distasletul ln the extreme the 
series ot weird stories which John Pool 
Is currenUy Including In his PunchlJnes. 

E a c h  e x a m p l e o f  s i c k h u m o u r  
centres o n  cruelly t o  some animal Rn d  
presumably the readers are supposed 
to find these stories hllatious. 

Frank l y ,  I find nothing remotely 
amusing aboul a cat being kUled Ly 
mistake and his distressed owner 
complaining to the car driver. The 
latest story of the pet shop rabbiL• 
seems equally as sick .  

It ,  a.s I suspect, these. are merely UI U  
stories, I can only pity someone I n  John 
Pool':� position who finds them suffi. 
clently amusing !or him to want to 
shll!'e t!lem with oU1ers. 

One wonders just how tar he will be 
prepared to go to provide a cheap laugh 
for the more Insensitive members o! 
the community whUe leaving the rest of 
hi s readers with an unpleasant taste In 
the mouth. 

May we hope that at last he has 
scraped t11e barrel and will now move 
on to more Interesting !are In his 
column. 

Blllingham, 
D o red Reader 

He t t e r  to h a ve me r e  

saved t or n e x t  i ssue 
t h r e e  pae e s  o l  maga­
� j n e r e v i e ws a nd t h r e q  

of pnot ocopy l ore . Br i ­
e ! l y  o n  t h i s page we 
upda t e ma t e r· i  al o n  

pr e v i o u s  page s .  La ncer 

boy Cra i g  is on p� O ;  
r ock r u mo u r  o n  p l �  
l Oz z y  i s  V Expr ess , 

5 / l U / Y U a n d  CU U M i r ­

r o r , 1 2 /  3 / Y U > ; cat 
h o r r o r  is pl8 � t r o m  

Pol i c e ,  Uc t / l Y9 0  a nd 
Ma i l ,  H ar t l e poo l , 
1 J I l U I �l l) ) . 

P r i nted by hmj a y ,  1 '1  Lang ba nk ve nu e , , l o _  ' A M -p �arx �ot�1 ngnam.  


